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Thou ſbalt not ſufſer a Witch to Live, Exod. 22. 18. 
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THE 


PREFACE 


Ertainly if the enjoyment of 
Truth be the beginning of our 
| happineſs in this Life, as it is 
| the perfettion of it in the Life to come, 
| there can be no greater Charity, than 
; to reduce the Wanderers into the way, 
' and toundecerve a multitude, which us 
| always greedy of its own ruin, and fond 
| of every thing that carries in it any ſhow 
; or appearauce of goodneſs. For [ ſadly 
| obſerve, that the common people are 
| expoſed to the deceipts of aff Pro- 
feſſions : They are the Iſlachars of the 
1 world; They bear the burthens of al 
| forts of people, and few of them have 
the Prerogative or the Abilities of Ba= 
{ laam's Beaſt to reply ; Am not I thine 
Aſs? Even in the concerns of Religion, 
where we expett, nat only the moſt in- 
eo nocent, 


The Prefacc. 


mocent, but moſt infallible Truths, are 


ſtrange Deceptions and Pious Frauds ; 


and beſides the little talking Schifma- 
ticks, which fill our ears with the noiſe 


of 'Sermons, there are greater heads , ' 
and more advanced underſi andings, who | 
make it there buſineſs t0 abuſe us. The 


.* 
— 


Lawyers are grown delufrue, even toa 


Proverb, of which the narrowneſs of 
ſome men's, aud the entangled condi-. 


tion of others Eſtates, is too great an 


Pvidence. Phyſicians have their Arts 


alſo, not only of gaining our Coin, but 


even of decetving us into Death it ſelf, 
from hard and unintelligible names , 
pretending as ſtrange effeits. Aſtro: | 
logers chat our unwary and too for- | 
ward beliefs into a conceit of things, of 
which they even doubt themſelves ; and | 
'zm1peſe upon us a belief, that arbitrary | 
events aud accidental proceedings of \ y 
things belaw, have neceſſary cauſes | 


above; and the weakneſs of common 
tedgments \ which are ever more greedy 


of things to game, than inquiſitive of 


things 


' Pp 
| 


U 
{ 


, 


The Preface. 


_ paſt, orcarefull ofthoſe preſent )are 
ready to ſwallow the Predittions of the 
moſt ignorant men, which confidering 
the independency of their Cauſes, and 
uncertainty of their Events, are only 
' in the foreknowledge of him, to whom 
| all things are as preſent. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Hence proceed thoſe ſwarms of For« 
| tune-Tellers, Geomancers, Diviners, 
| Interpreters of Dreams, who poſſeſs 
' the Common people with apprehenſ1ons, 

that they know all their Fate, the num- 
| ber of their Days, the Caſualties of 
| their Life ; and even their natural in- 

clinations, and thoughts of their 
| hearts: by this means Cheating the 
! poor innocent Souls into the groſſeſt 
| Superſtition imaginable. 


| The conſideration of theſe things 
| was the great motive, that ftirr'd me 
| i to theſe undertakings, in which 1 
| deſign nothing but the good of my = 
| illeterate Country-men, whom 1 dayly 
fee impoſed upon by ſuch Deluders ; 
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who being generally perſons of brokeu 
Fortunes, have no ether way to defeyd' 
x themſelves from the miſeries of poverty ; 
and »:32 oy are forced to fall upon the 
honeſt plainieſs of the common people, | 
and by uiner*fary an! vwnlawful Arts, \ 
1: patch up the breaches of their Fortune. | 
| And herein I hope I ſhall not in the | 
leaſt diſoblige any wiſe or good men, of ' 
what Profeſſion ſoever. "A 


o «+a == tas 
== TT mm oo dd. 


«a 


{ 
{ 
| 
l 


0. DJ DANA. rw Seo” ag YA  EBCEte 4, Eu 


Cn4as Kk 


That moſt men are naturally inclin'd 
to Superſtition, eſpecially the igno- 
rant ſort. | 


Owl, an Hare, 
= and an Old-wo- 

A man, - was Ancient- 
ly the Emblem of 
Superſtition ; and 
& truly if we ſhall dji- 
. ligently ſearch into 
the Cauſes of this Error, we ſhall find 
that Ignorance, and Dotage, vain 
hopes, and fooliſh fears, groundleſs 
expectations, and caſual events have 
been the Springs from whence this 
folly proceeds, which is the Mother 
of all theſe Omens and Prognoſticg- 
tions. It is an Anctent obſervation, 
IT”: - if Re. 


(2) 
Primus in orbe Deos timor fecit, that 
tear Deified the firſt gods, and with- 
out doubt there 1s much truth in the 
Afſertion. 
For though the Idea of one true 
God, and firſt _—_ of all things, 

C 


was at firſt Imprinted upon the Soul 
of man; yet the fears ot after Ages 
Canonized the multitude of falſe gods. 
It was a Storm, and an Eclips, that 
Conſecrated Romalus ; and Fove hims 
ſelf had not been Maſter of heaven; 
or worſhipped upon earth , had not 
the terrors of his Thunders advanced 
the conceit of his Divinity amongſt 
the ignorant, and fearful multitude, 
H2nce Aulus Ge/lius obſerves in Not, 
Att. l.5.c.12. That he was not on- 
ly worſhipped as a Juvans Pater, a 
Mie: bd helper of Mankind, but as 
a Vejovis and hurtfulNeity; and there- 
fore his image was placed in a Tem- 

le near the Ca ito, with darts 1n his 
frand, to fenift his hurtful power ; 


and therefore for this reaſon, YVirgit 
in 
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in his 60-79: is thought to depre- 
eate thele urilucky gods. 


In tenui labor, at tenuis non gloria, 
ft quem. 

Numina lezva finunt, auditq; voca- 
tus Apollo. 


Upon the like grounds the reſt of 
the Stars, and Planets came to be 
reckoned amongſt the gods. For the 
ignorance of vulgar apprehenſions , 
conceiting that it lay in their own 

owers to diſperſe what influences 
hey themſelves pleaſed, were not on- 
ly feartul to offend theſe new Deities, 
which themſelves had created ;but alſo 
took great care to win and pleaſe, leſt 
they thould ſend forth ſuch Malevo- 
lent Emiſſions of their fury, as might 
be to the prejudice of Mankind, or at: 
leaſt the ruin of thoſe who neglected 
their worſhip. Hence alſo has 1t 
come to paſs, that the Devil himſelf 
has had his Votaries, and hath => 
Us 
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his devouteſt worſhippers ; and the 
cauſe of this has not only been envy, | 
or defire of Revenge, which prompts ' 
men ſometimes to the molt wicked ! 


and unlawtul practiſes ; but even 
cowardly and melancholly apprehen- 
ſions. And this 1s evident, firſt, in 
that the moſt ignorant and- Narrow- 


by evil Spirits, or by the weaknefs 


unlawtul or unneceſſary, and truitleſs 
Arts. And ſecondly,in that all Witches 
and Necromancers in their Spells, and 
moſt ſolemn Invocation of Devils, 
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lould people are moſt often ſeduced ! 


ot their own imaginations, to practiſe | 


have this, or the like Form. wv2z. | 


Whereas thy Servant N. is #nworthy 
to crave the help or aſſiſtance of Good 
Angels, give leave to the D@mons, QC. 


to come to my Aid. And yet thele | 
ſort of abuſed people have as many : 


Followers as the greateſt Davines , 
while the ignorant multitude 1n all 
Misfortunes, Croſles and Aﬀlictions, 
forthwith make their AY to 

| tem 


$3 
them as the moſt ready help. 

If the man be fick,. where {hall he 
| have his Phyſick, but from one that 
4 fetches it from behind the Curtain 2 
{ It helic under any Misfortune, he pre- 
| ſently betakes himſelf to ſomeFortune- 
| teller or Conjurer. It the Cattel be 
| ſick, the White-Witch 1s preſently 
| ſent for to bleſs it. 

T ſhall therefore make it my buſineſs 
to undeceive the people, and to ſhew 
them that it is altogether unlawtul to 
have recourſe to ſuch men, who pra- 
&iſe unlawful Arts ; that in all Trials, 

; Croſſes, and Afﬀlitions whatever , 
| God alone is to be ſought after, who 
| ſuffers us ſometimes to- fall into grie- 
} voustroubles, that we may the more 
devoutly call upon him. 
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That Gods hand is in all Croſſes, who 
Ruleth over Devils and all their 
Inſtruments. 


He want of due conſideration 

of the firſt and leading Cauſe, *' 
from whence allCroſles and attlictions 
proceed, has not only bcen the occa- 
ſion of many mens betaking them- 
ſelves to unlawful Remedies, but even 
of doubting either the Exiſtence, or 
Providence of the Deity. To fee 
wicked men advanced to-the greateſt 
Honours, enjoy the moſt ſplendid 
Fortuncs, and continue in the firmeſt 
health, and ſtrength of body, and 
vigor of mind; while others of the 
moſt temperate diſpoſitions, moſt ho- 
ly habits, and molt conſtant Pieties, 
labour under the greateſt Croſſes, and 
Misfortunes imaginable, has Rartled 
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the belief of many wiſe and good men, 
At this block the ingenious Poet Clau- 
| dian confeſſes that he ſtumbled. 


Sed cum Res hominam tanta caligine 
wvolut 

Adſpicerem ; Iztoſq; diu florere no- 
centes, 

Pexariq; pios, rurſus labefalta ca- 
debat 

Religio. 


But when I faw things ſo confus'd- 
ly hurl'd, 

And ftrangely toſt in this our lower 
world, 

The wicked flouriſh, and the pious 
quail, 


My tottering belief began to fail. 


| Thereisno need to multiply exam- 
| ples ofthis kind;tis the commonFate of 
/ man to fall into theſe doubts. The 
| example ofthe holy David may ſerve 

torall, whoſe foot had well nigh ſlipr 


upon 


(8) 
upon the like conſideration; 

But if we ſhall 'enquire into the 
Holy Scriptures, we ſhall find that 
Afﬀiitions come not but by the ap- 
pointment or permiſſion of God, who 
governs and diſpoſeth all things as 
ſecmeth beſt to his Godly wiſdom, and 
ſo as that the events of all things may 
contribute moſt to his own glory, and 
ſuit beſt with the happineſs of his 
Saints. We are nu in Fob, that 
Afflictions come not out of the duſt. 
Fob. 5. 6. Theevil ( of puniſhment ) 
is from ths Lord. Amos. 3. 6. 

1+ So the Lord ſmote all the firſt- 
born of man and beaſt in Egypt, Exod. 

21. 29. So did he Jehoram the fon of 
| Fehoſophat with an incurable diſeaſe, 
till his bowels fell out. 2 Chron. 21.18, 
19: And ſoit was the hand of God,that 
turned the Pride of Nebuchadnezzar 
into madneſs and brutiſhneſs. Dax. 4 


21. And it was the Angel of God that 
{mote Herod, cauſing worms to eat 


3. And all 


him to death, As. 12. 2 
HIS the 


(9) 


the Magicians and Sorcerers in the 
world, nay, norallthe power of Hell 
| could never have relicved theſe. It was 
only in the power ot him that ſent theſe 
puniſhments, to have removed them. 
{ *Tis truc indeed, God ſometimes 
[ſends out the evil Spirits, as the exc- 
| cuttoners ot his Juſtice, as he did a- 
| mong the Egyptians. Pſal. 78. 49. 
jan to did he fend an evil Spirit upon 
'Saul to vexhim, 1 Sam. 16. 15. But 
{when he docs ſenil out theſe Inſtru- 
ments of his diſpleaſure, they have 
;theirCommiſſions and Orders, beyond 
' which they cannot go. The Devils 
could not enter ſo much as into the 
[Swine of the filthy Gadarenes, with- 
{out the leave of Chriſt. Mar. 8. 31. 
'The Witches and Sorcerers acknow- 
ledge their limits. It is not all per- 
ſons, that they can pretend to hurt. 
F "+ a well obſerves Phyſtolog.Stoicor. 
I; . 1, Cap. 17. that neither Magi- 
i cians, nor Devils themſelves can take 
a\way Gold or Letters out of mine, or 
B Craſſus + 
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Craſſus's Cheſt, & Clientelis ſuis lar-,, 


giri, For they arc baſe, poor, contem- 
ptible fellov.s for the moſt part. Bo-| 
dinus allo. Demon. lib. 3. cap. 3. 
Notcs that they can do nothing ( 
Jedicu'n dcreti aut prnas, in Regum 
conctl;ax, vel atcana, nil in rem num= 
martam ant theſouros, They cannot 
give moncy to tacir Clients , alter x, 
Judges Decrccs, or Councils of Kings : | P 
thete Minuth Gentj cannot do it. Al- 
tiores Genij hoc fabi afſervarunt , the 
higher powers reſerve theſe things to 
themſelves. Now and then peradven« 
ture there may be morc famous and fg 
powertul Magicians, ſuch were Simon | of 
Magus, Apollonius Tyancus, Paſetes, Ge 
[:mblicus, Odo de Stellis, that for aj 
time can buildCaſtles in the air, repre- 
ſent Armics, and perform very ſtrange 
Feats; but all theſe end in nothing, 
but the power of God protects thoſe 
that fear him trom their Malevolence, 
and deſtroys all theſe. Phantaſms, 
bringing thetr wicked works _ 
cine 
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the Authors of them to inevitable ru- 
n. Soit fared with that great ene- 
my of the Chriſtian Faith Simon Ma- 
us, Who when he had been ſeveral 
times bafled by Saint Peter, atlaſt, to 
ive further demonſtration of his great 
ower, aſcended the Capitol, giving 
put to the people, that he would fly 
up to Heaven from whence he came, 
nd accordingly began his flight ; up- 
n which Saint Peter beſought God, 
that he would not ſuffer the world to 
e deluded by his Sorceries; and forth- 
ith the wicked wretch fell down,and 
n his fall put an end at once to his 
cluſions and his lite. So ſoon can 
God bring to deſtruction all thoſe that 
vork wickedneſs. Wherefore he on- 
ly is to be ſought after, in all our Ca- 
amities and Aﬀlictions ; tor he alone 
Fan remove them, and will do it, when 
he ſces it moſt for his glory, and the. 
verlaſting weltare of our Souls. 
x7” It 1s the greateſt folly imagi- 
able upon every Affliction, to run 
B z torth- 


[2J 
forthwith to the Devil, or any of his 
Inſtruments : for it is not his will that 
we ſhoutd be cured of any of our Ma- 
ladics. He rather glories in decerving ? 
us, and bringing us into :.ul xind of | 
miſery, botli temporal and eternal. 
Beiides he can 1121:her ao us good nor 
hari, outby Godspermitſion.andthere- 
fore all good men have ever acknow- 
ledged, that whatever betel them, was 
the hand of God, yea, even when the 
have known, that the moſt Deviliſh 
inſtruments have been 1mployed 
againſt them. 'Thus Fob concludes, 7 he | 
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Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away. Fob. 1.21.Histerrors he called the | 
tcrrors of the Lord C. 6. 4. And he ſaid 
alſo,thatGod ſcared tum with dreams, 
and terrified him with viſions.C. 7.1 4. |. 
He therefore, trom whom all things 
have their being, their lite, and their | 
motion 15s tobe Supplicated, cither to 
remove our Croſs, or ſo Sanctific 1t 


tous, as that it may turn toour health 
and Salvation. 


PaſLo- 
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Paſſionate people will not be con- 
tent to wait the Lords leaſure, and 10 
grow impatient and furious under the 
Chaſtiſements of the Lord, and are 
brought - to deſtruction. So fared it 
| with Fehoram the ſon of Feſabe!, who 
though he knew the Lords hand was 
upon him, and his people ; yet was he 
{o impatient to endure the miſery, and 
ſo Helliſhly enraged, that he Swore 
to take away the life of the Prophet 
Fli.zK.6.31,33.But theend ofthis man 
was a ſhort lite, a troubleſom Reign, & 
a violent death, tor he was trod to death 
by the people 1n the gate,as theProphct 
had foretold.2 Aings.7.17.But it fell out 
much otherwiſe with the patience of 
7ob, who never murmurcd at any of 
Gods diſpenſations towards him, but 
contented himſelt with all occurren- 
ces, and humbly ſubmitted to the ſe- 
vereſt Chaſtiſemcnts. Him theretore 
did God deliver trom all lis troubles, 
and doubled his Bleſſings and his Re- 
wards upon,and made his end glorious 

B 3 and 


TL) 
and happy. The ſame Method of de- 
portnient 1s obſervable in Saint Paw/, 
who when the mcticnger of Satan was Þ 
ſent to Buffet him, betook himlclt ta # 
Prayer, and had deliverance. { 
I ſhall proceci no turther in Inſtan- 5 6 


ccs, to ſhew that God alone has the 
Dower to help us inall our needs, and 
[kewit: ſuch a Dominion over all crea- 
tures both good and bad, that without 
his permithion and aſliſtance they can 
do nothing. I only thall mention that 
reinarkable paſſage ot Ba/aam, whom 


Balac did unagine to have been endu- 
j 


Bur the Prophet atlſures him, that 
though he would give him hs houſe- 
ful or Silver and Gold, he could not 
g0 beyond rne Word of the Lord, to 
do more or leſs. Num. 12. 18. There- 
to:. lt no man think it Jes in the 
power of Inchanters, Witches, or any 
of their Aſſociates or Aliſtants, the 
Diyels, to cure thoſe whom the Lord 


hath 


0 


eu with it2!1 a power, as that he could | 
}1cfs, or Curſe whoſoever he pleafed. | 
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hath ſmitten, or to hurt any perſon, 
whom the Lord is pleaſed to Blls. 


a tl 


CHnapP, TI. 
Several ſtrange Diſeaſes happen only 
from natural Cauſes in which xeither 


Divels nor any of his [uflraments 
have any hand, 


Here 1s nothing \ as we have 
tormerly hinted ) more uſual 

with the Common pcople, than to 
aſcribe to Witchcraft, all Difaſtexs, 
Miſchances, or Diſeaſes whatever , 
ſceming ſtrange to vulgar ſenſe. I ſhall 
therefore 1n this Chapter give a briet 
account of ſome Diſcaſcs, which 
tough procceding + from Natural 
Cauſce, I have obſerved that the peo- 
ple attribute to Sorcery ; and fort]1- 
with a Meſlenger in any ot theſe Caſcs 
ts diſpatched, either to a Cunning- 
man for a Bleſſing, or elte the next 
Old-woman 1s ſuſpected tor a Witch, 
and the Curſes of all the Neighbour- 
| B 4 hood 


(16) 


hood arc multered againſt her. 
1/t. For example, 1n a Catalep/is , 
the whole body 1s, as 1t were, 11 a mi- | 


nute ſuddenly taken in the midlt of 
ſome o1dinary Geſture or Action, as 


| 
- 


& 
. 


Standing , Sitting, Lying, Writing, | 
or Looking up to Heaven, and 1s ' 


continne\d in this poſture tor ſome ; cn 
together, as it Frozen, generally ſtark 
and tiff, in all parts without Senſe or 


: 
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motion. Now this diſeaſe, being not | 


ſo common as the /leafſes, or the 
Small-Pox. the Tooth-ach, or the Agae, 
the Countrev people torthwith cry out 


there's Sorcerv in the Caſe; cut oft 


: 
4. 


” 
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| 


ſome of his hair, and bring 1t to the 


Wiſeman. 


'24lv. The Apoplexy, wherein the ' 


Sick arc allo ſuddenly raken, and ſur- 
priſed with a ſenſeleſs Trance , and 
general aſtoniſhment, or ſideration 
and benummins ot all the Limbs, void 
of all ſenie and moving, many hours 
together, only the breath {triveth 
againſt the danger of Suffocation, and 


ſtill 
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{(tUll the Pulſe beateth. 

34ly. Orhers are ſ\iftly ſurpriſed 
with t{ proftoun . 5.34 deadly a ſleep, 
that no call, nor ciy, nor noiſe, no 
pinching, or ſlimalation canin many 
hours awake on raiic them. Ot tlus 
Diſeaſc, as Bodin athrmeth in his Daq'- 
monowania,lib, 2. cap. b. That Fohan- 
nes Scotus ly ing as 1t he had been dead, 
was buried betore he really was ſo. 

q4thly. Phrenitn, which the Greeks 
derive trom the word er, 1s a diſcaſe 
ot the mind, with a continual Mad» 
neſs and Dotage, wiuch hath an ac- 
cute Feaver annexed to 1t, or elle an 
inflamation ot - the Brain , or thc 
Membranes or Kells ot it. 

5thly. Hydrophobia is a kind oimad- 
neſs wel known inevery Village, which 
comes by the biteing of a Mad-dog. 
The reaſon ot the name 15, becautc 
the perions thus affected cannot cn- 
dure the ſight ot water, or any l1quor, 
ſuppoſing ſtill they ſeen Viad- -UOg, 1 in 
it. The part atfeQcd isthe Brain ; the 
cauſe 
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cauſe Poyſon, that comes from thc 
Mad-dog, which is ſo hot and dry, 
that it conſumes all the moitturec in the 
body. Fildeſhiem in Spicil. 2. Re- 
lates of ſome that died 1o Mad ; - and 
ap, Cut up, had no water, ſcarce 

Þlood lett in them. To {ſuch as 
are © affected with it, the fear of water 
bezins at tourtcen days alter they arc 
bitten; to ſome again not till Forty or 
_ days. Some ſay not only bite- 
, bur touching or ſmelling a Dog 
Ate may cauſe this diforder ; and 
then ifany bne chance to fall into ſuch 
a condition, and the caute not known, 


ſtraight-way hait ot the Pariſh is. 


Fae of Witcherv. 

» What would the people Imagine 
of 7 candid , When they are fo 
ſtrangely ſtartled at theſe Diſcaſes'? 
For in this 2s ſome Phyficians tell us, 
men run howling about pak and 
Fields in the night. and will not be per- 
ſwaded but that they are Wolves, or 


(1c 11 Iike beaſts. Forro/? US in hos 's 7. 
fer Var. 


(HG 
ſervat. de morbis cerebri, 11b, 10. cap. 
tells of ſome perſons thus diſtract- 
= to one of wluch Jumſelt was an 
ey e-witneſs at A/cmaer in {tofand, a 
poor Husbandiman that ſtill hunted 
about Graves, and kept in Church- 
yards, of a pale, black, fcartul and 
ugly look. Such bclikxc were the 
Daughters of Ning Pr@tu, who tan- 
Cicl themſelves to be Kine, And Ne- 
buchadnezzar in Dautelyyas only trou- 
bled with this kind ot Madnels ; and 
not really Metamorplioſed intoan Ox : 
For the foul of man could not poſſibly 
dwell in ſo unfutable an habitation as 
the body of an Ox; but the proud 
King might be ſeized with to dcep a 
L ycanthropie, as to tancy himſelt to be 
ſo. 
Beſides this, we often ſee men la- 
boring of very fad and vioientDiſcaſcs 
as Convulſions, Madinelic's, anc ſuch 
like, and ſome will bite thicir 'Tongues 
and Flcth, ſome make tcariul Outcries, 
and moſt hideous Shriekings, ſome 
toſs 
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tols themſelves violently from one 
place to another, ſome Froth, Gnaih 
with their Teeth, and draw thei: * FACES 
into ſtrange an] Ghaſtly Vigures. All 
which though proceeding trom natural 
cauſes ; yet the vulgar 1s ready to be- 
lieve there is ſomething more in the 
Caſe. And that which doth more con- 
firm them in this Creed, 1s cither the 
want of able Phy ſicians, or their in- 
ability to employ them ; tor they are 
ſeldom ſo Charitable as to make any 
more Recipe's, than they receive Gui- 
nics. An ſo the poor people arc tor- 
goto ſome ſorry Emperick, who 
tis certain, will do them no nood, : and 
upon that diſappointment, "to ſome 
Cunning man, who will do them els. 
Nay, it has ſom-tim: 5 happen'd, that 
honeſt perſons have bee napprehended, 
Arraigned, an. 1 Condemned, throagh 
te alvices of fich men; tor in theſ.: 
Caſcs , It 1s oblſc rvable, that a ſmall 
matter wil beget fuſpic 0n, and upon 
this multitudes of Pioots ſhali be 
muſlter'q 
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muſter'd up, and fo by a ready Climax, 
the poor pcople arc hurricd up to the 
Gallows it felt. Such arc the muſerics 
on the one hand, and the deluſions on 
the other hand, of the Superttitious, 
and ignorant Multitude, * 


(C MA IV. 


That Devils may do miſchief to man 
or beaſt, without any Aſſociation 
with Witch or Wizard. 


FS: Hough we do not deny, but 
ſhall hereafter prove that there 
arc Witches, and Necromancers, and 
ſuch perſons as make wickedContracts 
with the Devil, to the ruin of their 
own ſouls, and the prejudice of others ; 
yet it is moſt certain, that the Devil 
often does much evil of himſelf ( by 
Gods permiſſion \) without any Afſſo- 
clation with any of his forementioned 
Inſtru- 
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Inſtr "3! ofleſled with 
an - 2 againſt the 
Wo EY 2 gocs about 
C ..12 whon he may de- 
VoL = by pA all opportu- 
mties 3! nuvaniayes, Whereby he 


may tempt or CNinarc Us, or diſturb 
our Peacc, or enclanger our Salvation. 
Us In the begining hid he enter into 
the Serpert, while there was yct no 
Witch to emnioy him. So w hen God 
gave him leave, he centre into the 
Saban and Chaldeans,, 2n.i ſtirred 
them up to rob Fob of his Cattcl. He 
burnt his theep alſo with Fire, blew 
down his houſc upon hisC hildren, and 
killed them, an at laſt moſt cruelly 
tormented the body of Job, and at- 
frighted him with V ons andDreams, 
and this without any the leaſt ſuſpici- 
on of Witchery. To thele examples 
we may add thoſe, whom the Goſ- 
pels mention to have been poſleſt in 
the days of our Saviour ; and the 
Herd of Swine w hich by C rifts per- 
1111100 
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miſſion were driven head-long into 
the Sea by a Legion of Devils. He 
does not always need to be ſet at work 
by his Imps and Aﬀeociates. It God 
permit him to affli& us, either tor our 
ſins, or tor the tryal of our Faith, or 
Patience, or any other vertues ; he 1s 
ſoon ready to execute his Office, and 
to procced to the utmoſt of his com- 


/ mand. Itis our happineſs that he hath 
| his Chains of Reſtraint, that his pow- 


cr is limited, and his malicious 
nature kept within its bounds, other- 
wiſe our condition were mffcrable, 
even beyond relief: he would not 
ſtand to tempt ſome, or more fully to 
contra&t with others ; but his firſt bu- 
ſineſs would be utterly to deſtroy us 
all. Thanks theretore be given to thee, 
O Almighty Jeſus, who haſt over- 
come the Devil, and doſt {till reſerve 
him in Chains to the Judgment of 
the Laſt Day. 


Cork: 
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ESES CY 


That ſceing Men, or li omen, or Beaſts 


may be "1flicted from ſome natural | 


"2 "auſes, or that ſome perſons may on 
pri poſe Counterfeit many things ; or 


that the Devil himſelf may I the | 
ſole H orker, people ought to be cats | 


tions 7 they Aſcribe their 
Piſtempers, er Tronbles to W:tchs 
crift, 


Here 1s nothing more com- 

mon with men of Shallow un- 
deritandings and Loolc lives, t1:an to 
Alcribe cvery littic Croſs, or untor- 
tunate acciucnt to Witchcraft. It 
ſhall therctore be my Buſineſs in this 


Practice fo vain, and truitlefs in it ſclt, 


fo diſhonorable and diſpleaſing roGod, 
_ and ſoprejudicial to the health of their 


own Souls ; and there are many rea- 
{ons 


CONET to difluade men trom a | 
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ſons to convince them of this folly, as 
| lor example. 
1/t. The conſideration of Goc's own 
hand afflifting us to bring us to the 
| remembrance of our Duties, and to 
| call usto Repentanceand Amendment 
q of lite, the power of natural cauſes, 
Land the liberty which 1s ſometimes 
{given to Satan without any Aſlocia« 
$ tion with a Witch, as hath been ſhew- 
Fed in the tormer Chapters. = 
| 2dly. An approvedtruth by the ex- | 
periences ot all Ages, That thoſe, who 
never Dream of Witches, or ever re- 
* {gard them, are hardly at any time 
- Frormented or hurt by them : But on 
| {the contrary, ſuch as live in ſuſpicion 
of them, ſuch as are atraid of them, 
or ſeck to pleaſe them with Gitts, have 
z {commonly ſome miſchiet done, asthe 
L Reward ot their fears and jealouſics. 
, LAnd truly the judgments of God in 
» {this particular are very juſt, in puniſh- 
” Jing them by the ſame inſtruments they 


- ſtood in tear of, who have more awe 
S | 'S for 
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for the Devil, than confidence in God. 

z4ly. Alldo grant, which have any 
knowledge in the power ot- Witches, 
that they work only by the Devil; 
tor though themſelves do Threaten, 
Curſe, make Images, and the like ; yet 
the Devil is the great Inſtrument that 
works the Miſchief. © Theretore the 
advice of Saint James is not unſeaſo- 
nable in this Inſtance. | Re/ſ/t the De- 
vil, and he will flie thee... Reſiſt him, 
and he ſhall have no power to hurt 
thee, either by himfelt or by the 1n- 
{tigation of any Aſſociates. She may 
bid him go, but he cannot do till he 
hath leave trom God, who will never 
grant 1t to hurt his own peculiar 
people ; nay, he will be as an Hedge 
about all thoſe that put their truſ 
in him. 

4thly. The manitold evils, which 
continually reſult trom wicked pra 
Ctice, as 

1/t. It draws mends minds tre 
tie true fear of God, making the 
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to ſtand in awe of the moſt wicked 
and wretched creatures in the world, 
the Devil and a Witch, than which 
nothing can bea greater diſhonour to 
the Creator, or more prejudicial to 
their own Souls. 

2. It bringeth honeſt and innocent 
people into ſuſpicion and Infamy, and 
the hatred of allthe Neighbourhood : 
for thus 1t theHorſe be ſick,or theCow 
dead, or the Plum-tree do not bloſſom 
kindly, ſome harmleſs old woman is 
ſuſpected, all her words, poſtures and 
actions are moſt criticalyobſerved,and 
the moſt malicious reflections made 
of them, that the envy of man can in- 
vent. So the poor creature comes 
to be hated and abuſed, and revil'd by 
all that know her, and that infamy 
ſhall never be wiped off her and her 
generation, . even by her moſt Reli- 
g10us or innocent deportment of her 
whole lite. Hence the poor woman 
is made miſerable all her life , and 
her family Scandalous to ſucceeding 
B 2 Ages, 
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Apes, through the unreaſonable fears 
and jealouſies of fooliſh and inconſi- 


derate pcople. But this is not all ; for 


* it does ſometimes happen, that the 


ſuſpeted ( though Innocent ) is hal- 
led before Authority, and her lite not 
{cldom endangered, ſometimes taken 
away. 

The laſt Argument is from this 
conſideration, 'T hat the Scriptures ne- 
ver aſcribe our pains, vexations, an- 
guiſh of body or of mind, loſles of 
our Goods, or any other Croſs what- 
ever, to Witches; but to the hand 
of God, or to men openly and vio- 
lently Robbing, Spoiling, or Killing, 
Where it may be demanded why, ſee- 
ing there is ſuch mention of Witches, 
and Sorcery,and the like,unlawftulArts 
in the Scriptures, they do not Aſcribe 
any harms to them, as men doin theſe 


_ days: and the reaſon is, for that the 


Word of God doth never Aſſign In- 
ſtruments to be ſet on work by him, 
which have not power in themſelves 

to 
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to do what he efnployeth them about, 
whether it be Angel, Devil, or any 
other Creature ; and to teach us that 
they are but Satars ſlaves, and that 
It 1s not they, that do any, but that 


whatever is done, is the work of the 
Devil. 


E220 4A Þ. VE. 


That there are Witches, 


Hat there are Witches,and ſuch 

Perſons as trom contracts with 
the Devil have undertook, and ſeem- 
ingly performed ſome ſtrange things ; 
( though denyed by ſoine Senſual men 
of this Age, whoſe Intereſt it 1s, there 
ſhould be neither Heaven nor Hell, 
and who have thercfoxe proceeded 
trom the denial of the Soul, to the 
denial of Spirits, and from thence even 
to the denial of the Exiſtence of God 
himſelt) is yet deducible from ſeveral 
reaſons, C 3 1/t. 


( 30 ) 

1/t, And firſt from the moſt An- 
cient and veracious Authority of the 
Word of God, in its forbidding ſuch 
Diabolical praCtices, as in the firſt 
place, Deut. 18, 10, 11, 12. There 
ſhall not be found among, you any one, 
that maketh his Son or his Daughter to 
paſs through the Fire, or that uſeth 
Divination,or an Obſerver of times, or 
an Inchanter, or a Witch, 

Or a Charmer, or a Conſulter with 
Familiar Spirits, or a Wizard, or a 
Necromancer. 

For all that do theſe things are an 
abomination to the Lord : and becauſe 
of theſe abominations, the Lord thy 
God doth drive them out before thee. 

From which words, 1t not only ap- 
pears that there were thoſe that wor- 
thiped Idols, that gave themfelves to 
Diabolical Arts; but alſo that tor theſe 
Abominations the Lord caſt thcm 
out of the Land, and introduce his 
own people tne /ſraelites, ſtrictly 
charging them, that they abſtain trom 


ſuch 


Fs 


ſuch unlawful pra&tices. For the Am- 
monites cauſed their Children to paſs 
through the fire,not as ſome have 9s 
poſed to kill them, or burn them : bur 
only to pay a kind of Adoration to 
that Element. For as /[eurnius faith) 
lunem in Ur, Chaldgorum urbe, A bra- 
hami Patrii adorandum ponit, grav! 
pend in pertinaces promulgati, Where 
yet there 1s no mention made of burn- 
ing or killing. For who can beheve, 
that Solomon Murthered little Chil- 
dren, or caft them into the Fire, be- 
cauſe the Scripture ſaith of him, Co/e- 
bat Solomon Aſtharten, Deam S1dont- 
orum, & Moloch, Ilolum Ammonita= 
rum, And yet this unhappy Cuſtom 
harh ſo ſpread it ſelfever ſince through- 
out the whole world, that cvcn in 
America, the Brafilians do the ſame, 
as Johannes Lerius in Nav. Bra. rc- 
ports of them. And among Chrittians 
alſo Mothers did yearly cauſe their 
Children to paſs over the Fire of Saint 
John ; which Cu.lom, though con- 

C 4 demned 
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demned by a Council held at Conſtan- 
tinople,and provedbyT heodoret to have 
been derived from this Cuſtom ; 1s yet 
retained and practiſed amongſt thoſe 
of the Romiſh-Church. But to leave ob- 
ſeryations, and return to our intended 
Buſineſs. 

We find in theHiſtory of theBible,the 
names and practices of certain Witches 
and Sorcerers, as particularly we have 
the names of thoſe two ſotamousor ra- 
ther infamous Sorcerers of Egypt. 2 
Tim. 3.8, Dan. 2. 2. We read that Ne- 
buchadnezzar had Dreamed certain 


' Dreams, at which he was much per- 


plexed, and very deſirous to know the 
Interpretation of them ; he gave Com- 
mandment to call the Magicians and 
the Aſtrologers,and the Sorcerers, and 
the Chaldeans, for to ſhew the King 
his Dreams. So we have alſo accounts 
of other Witches, as Balaam, of Jeza- 
el and her Witchcrafts. 2 Kings 9. 22. 
of Manaſſes, who to the reit of his 
wickedneſs, rauſed his Children to 

nd ea | | pals 
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paſs through the fire in the Valley of 
the Son of Hinnom: Allo he obſerved 
times, and uſed Inchantments, and 
uſed Witchcraft, and dcalt with a 
Familiar Spirit, and Wizards. 50 have 
we Relations of the Sorcery of Simon 
Magus both in Holy Writ, and other 
Authors of good Credit, as Att. 8. g. 
Euſebius his Eccleſ. Hiſt. which 
Hiſtorian tells us how he came to 
Rome in the days of Nero, and how 
ſtrangely he Bewitched the people 
from the true Belict by his Magical 
Inchantments, till undertaking toſlic 
in the Air, God was plecas'd, at the 
Prayers of Saint Peter, to throw him 
down, in which tall he loſt both his 
Lite, and Reputation. 

To theſe Proofs we may add, the 
Practices of ſcveral Witches mention- 
ed in the Word of God, as Exod. 7. 
Iſaiah. 47. 9. Execk, 21, 21. and 
this we read of thoſe that went to 
them. 1 Sam. 28. 7. For ſo goes the 
{tory of Saul, when he ſaid to his ſer- 


vVantrs, 
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wvants, Seek me a woman that hath a 
Familiar Spirit, that I may go to her, 
and enquire of her. And his ſervants 
faid to him, Behold, there is a woman 
which hath a Familiar Spirit at Endor. 
And Saul diſeuifed himſelf, and put on 
other raiment,and he went, and two men 
with him, and they came to the woman by 
night.So alfo did Balack ſend toBal/aam 
to Curſe his enemies, All rhefe rhings 
were done, contrary to the practice 
of good Joh, who, as the Sacred 
Records report, put away the workers 
with Familiar Spirits, and the Wt- 
zards, 2 ines. 23. 24. Thele are 
ſuch evident Proots, that 1t 1s to me 
2 wonder that any one, who believes 
tic Scriptures, can offer to deny the 
exittence of Witches, though there 
wereno Demonſtrations in theſe our 
dais, to evidence this fo palpable a 
[cut 
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CHAP. VIL 


Of the ground of Witchcraft, and of 
all the Prattices thereof. 


P © Ren. ſome perſons,who have 

not altogether denied that there 
is a certain kind of Magick, will not 
yet be perſwaded, that there 1s any 
Contract with the Devil ; we ſhall en- 
deavour to prove that there arc 
Leagues and Covenants made bctwixt 
wicked perſons and the Devil. 

1. The word Chabor, which 1s an 
Inchanter, ſignifies one joyned to 
another in League and Society ; now 
we cannot ſuppoſe this League to be 
with any other than the Prince of 
Darkneſs, who Cooperatcs with theſe 
his Vaſſals, in their black and ungod- 
ly Actions. 

2. From the Confeſſions of ſome of 
theſe miſerable Creatures, may Le 

confirmed 
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confirmed what we here go about to 
Demonſtrate. One Cyprian , whether 
the Ancient Father, or ſome other I 
am not certain ) avouches it from his 
own experience, who was himſelf 
once enſnared in an actual and expli- 
cit Obligation with this black Angel; 
but afterward through Gods mercy, 
was unlooſed from thoſe deſtruCtive 
Tics. So that as his Experiencein the 
practice of Magick, rendred him a 
{ufficient Witnels, his Converſion to 
Chriſtian Principles ſhould engage 
us to Credit what he ſays, to be 
untcigned. 

And laſtly, the privy marks and 


brands of the Beaſt, found in ſeveral R 


parts of Witches bodies do confirm it ; 
as alſo the very Copies of the Bonds, 
wherein Witches have confirmed their 
League and Familiarity with their 
Lord and Maſter, ot ſuch an one 
{peareth Mr. ox, where the Bond 
was thrown amongſt an Atſembly ga- 
thered together in Prayer and Faſting, 

| or 
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for the Deliverance of a Young-Man 
thus engaged to Satan. But it may be 
objected, that ſuch Leagues and Con- 
tracts are not needful, toraſmuch as 
the renouncing of God , and giving 
ones ſelf over to work uncleannels 
with greedineſs, is an implicit Cove- 
nant with theDevil;and that therefore 
no ſuch expreſs Ceremonies are ne- 
ceſlary, for the Holy Scriptures ſay, 
That his Servant a man is whoſe work 
he doeth, whether of unrighteouſneſs un- 
to Death, or of Righteouſneſs unto 
Salvation. To this I anſwer, that 
the Devil, who has ever fince his 
Fall from his glorious Dignity into 


| the Regions and power of Darkneſs, 


and Confuſion, made it his buſineſs 
to bring Mankind into the ſame State 
of Damnation; agd in that he could 
not violate the moſt Sacred Deity in 
his own nature, he has gone about to 
deface his Image engraven in the Soul 
of man ; 16, HO to imitate God, 
yet ſo as thereby tov oppoſe him : ſo 
that 
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that as God makes a Covenant 
with his, ſo will the Devil with his; 
as God hath his Seal ot Covenant, ſo 
will the Devil have his mark ; as God 
confirmeth his by Blood, fo will the 
Devil have blood to ratific the Cove- 
nant, which he and his do make. 
Hence the Learned have obſerved, 
that in the times of ignorance, when 
the Devil had Dominion in the world, 
and through Gods permiſſion led Cap- 
tive mens minds in the dark mazes, 
and Meanders of Superſtition and 
Idolatry ; thoſe Devil-Idols in their 
names, had ſome reſemblance to the 
Divineattributecs ; and alſo moſt ot the 
Rites and Cercinonies uſed in the So- 
lemnities of thoſe Pagan gods, were 
in ſome meaſure though not obvious 
ro cach capacity ) conformable to the 
Divine Inſtitutions injoyned to: his 
people the Jews. 

A ſecond reaſon of ſuch Contracts 
may be, thereby to aggravate the fins 
of Witches, and thereby to engage 

them 
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them deeplicr to do him Service. For 
having led them on beyond hopes of 
mercy \ though that, as thereſt of his 
principles,be but a Fallacy they will>e 
apt to wallow in all manner of Beaſtial 
and Senſual delights,and without con- 
ſideration plunge themſelves into a 
deſperate contution ; which conceir 
is increaſed and confirmed in them, 
when they remember how they have 
renounced God, and given themſelves 
to the Devil ; who by this means holds 
them taſt, and animates them to ruſh 
on, asa Horſe into the Battel; to their 
utter ruin and deſtruction.  ” 

And though it 1s ſadly apparent to 
all thoſe, not wholly given over to a 
rcprobate ſenſe, that this malicious 
enemy of our Souls, goes about ſeek- 
ing all opportunities to hurt us; yer 
ſo ſadly are theſe poor Creatures 1tu- 
pifted, that they do, Feſtinant? Equo 
calcaria adhibere, lay an cbligation 
upon him that 1s ready at any time to 
attend them. Hence 1s 1t that they 
| NC 
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need not much ſoliciting to a Con- 
tract, foraſmuch as they think there- 
by to ſecurethemlſelves of his Service, 
and have him always ready to proſe- 
cute their commands. This is that 
which diſpoſes them to the reception 
ot ſuch agreements, giving them ( as 
they tondly conceit ) Superiority over 
that mighty Spirit that rules in dark- 
neſs, though on the Devils part it ex- 
tends no further, than to a ſhort com- 
pliance with their hamours in order to 
his dctaining them from works of re- 
pentance,and a retroſeEtion into their 
own wicked and wretched cons 
dition. 

Now although upon conſideration 
of the infinite loſs accruing to men 
from ſuchaC&tions, it may ſein ſtrange, 
nay almoſt incredible, that they ſhould 
be wheedled into ſuch pernicious ex- 
travagancies; yet it we have reſpect 
to the lamentable propenſion of hu- 
mane nature, to that which 1s con- 
trary to the heavenly Injunctions ; and 

to 
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to the ſinful follies proceeding from 
ſuch propenſion, it may be ſufficient 
Demonſtration to enforce us believe 
this aſſertion ; that thereare ſuch per- 
ſons as ( beſides that indire& and un- 
willing Homage which is paid ever 
ſince the loſs of integrity ) do tie them- 
ſelves in Spoxtaneous Indentures to the 
grand Maſter of Confuſion. | 

No wonder then if the Devil catch 
thoſe that greedily come unto his bait, 
ſince his Wiles and Devices are oft 
too powerful over the moſt Righteous 
and holy ; does he not many times 
lie at lurch, and enſaare thoſe who 
make it their buſineſs to .watch a» 
gainſt him, and if he dares. come 
into the moſt Sacred places of Devo- 
tion and Piety, to moleſt, no wonder 
it he Domineers amongſt ſuch Debau- 
cheries and impiety as 1s uſually found 
in theſe Covenanters, who are ſuch as 
are involved and ſwallowed up in 

Earthly thoughts and Meditations , 
. having loſt the Senſe and Knowledge 
D of 
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of Divine Myſteries ; being given 0- 
ver of God unto Sataus Temptation. 
How can they then reſiſt? Man ts 
weak; Satan is ſtrong and ſubtle, of 
great experience in ſerching out and 
prying into the ſeveral humours and 
inclinations of men, and by his great 
Skill enabled to make his approaches 
to 'em in ſuch a manner, as is moſt 
agreeable to their hnmours. 

He can inſinuate himſelf into their 
very thoughts, filling them with Con- 
ceits and high Imaginations; making 
them grow exceſſively Proud, Luxu- 
rious, and Ambitious, deſirous of 
vain knowledge ; tickling them with 
Pride of having Spirits at their beck, 
totell them ſtrange and eurious things; 
acquaint them with the nature of | 
Diſeaſes; and work miraculous and I} 
unuſual Feats, not prafticable by | 
others ; as alſo to ſupply them with 
what is ſatisfactory and pleaſant to I 
their unruly exorbitant Paſſions. 

There is one thing eſpecially,which 

has 
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has cauſed many to give themſelves 
over to the Devil; that is, the deſire 
of revenge. Many Examples may be 
had in Authors of this kind ; where» 
fore I thought it needleſs to trouble 
my ſelf about ſetting them down. 

No wonder then if ſuch diforderly, 
violent, inconſiderate perſons, ſo gree- 
o of attaining their ends, ſo wholly 

ranged trom all goodneſs ( as theſe 
who are the ſubject of our Diſcourſe 
uſually ate ) ſhould ſeek for means to 
theDevil,to enjoy their inordinate de- 
ſires, as regarding more the fatisfacti- 
on of their preſent will,then reſpeCting 
their future ſtate after death. 

All theſe things duly conſidered, 
it is not ſtrange to think, that a man 
or woman may be ſo ſeduced as to 
revolt from God, and make a Solemn 
Covenant with his, and their utter 
and profeſt enemy. 
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That befides the forementioned open 
and expreſs League, there are cer- 
tain prattices uſed by Witches , 
which imply a Compatt without any 
form of words. 


E Hough the practices of thoſe 


miſerable Caitifs, who do, con 
ceptis verbis jurare, to fight the De 
vils Battels, be fo abominable, that 
no man, not wholly deſtitute of grace, 
but abhors them ; yet there are anc 
ther ſort,not lookt upon with ſo muc 
deteſtation , which ought to be : 
much deteſted, as lying under an equ: 
preſſure of Guilt with the former. 
mean ſuch as not being* in aCtu: 
League with Satan, perform ſuck 
acts of Witchery , as Join a COVE 
manner 1mplp a League, and Homage 
due to their Black Maſter. 


Thek 
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Theſe are ſuch as we uſually call 
White Witches ; a ſort of Sots who 
being Gull'd, and having their under- 
ſtandings Debauch'd by Superſtition, 
do evil that good may come of it, 
that is, uſe Charms, Spells and Incan- 
tations ( all which are of no force 
without the Cooperation of the De- 
vil ) to remove Diſtempers, and do 
certain Feats in ſome meaſure uſcfii] 
to Mankind, yet of pernicious con- 
ſequence to themſelves. 

It may be objected, that 'tis not 
i-o00 the Devil will attend thoſe 
1s immediate Scrvants without ſome 
ſecurity, that they ſhall continue his. 
To this I anſwer, that they being 
ſomething queaſie, and not able alto- 
gether to reliſh the open DPRey, 
and Impitety the others run into; he 
is contented to deal with them after 
another manner,andſo lets the n think 
themſelves looſe, whereby he holds 
them the cloſer to him. He lets them 
makea ſthew of Religion,go toChurch, 
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hear the Word, and otherwiſe imploy 
themſelves about ſeeming g 4 things. 
And 'tis indeed a main Policy in thief 
Myſtery of iniquity, to appcar un 
feigned Colours. b 

For if a man or woman delight to 
uſe Superſtitious Forms of words, and 
think there 1s a ſecret power, and 
force in Herbs, Minerals, or the like; 
and in uſing them, defireth in heart 
to have the thing efteRecd ; the Devil 
( who 1s ready to ſeize his prey upon 
any occaſion } to comply with them, 
ſeconds their Deſigns with ſuccels : 
and fo there 1s a ſecret Compact, for 
they have deſired, and he hath con- 
ſented, and wrought the Buſineſs 
t0O. 

Therefore thoſe that do ſuch things 
are in a kind of League with the De- 
vil, though ignorantly they think 
otherwiſe; and as thoſe which in 
Chritts name Caſt out Devils, though 
DO tollowed not Chriſt, yer 
finding ſucceſs in their attempts, were 

; | | not 
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not againſt Chriſt, nor likely could 
ſpeak 11] of his power, by reaſon of 
their Secret and implicit Faith, and 
Covenant with Chriſt : ſo theſe kind 
of perſons finding their practices ſuc- 
cestul, are not againſt Satan, nor can 
lightly ſpeak ill of his working pow- 
er, becauſe of the ſecret and implicit 
League they have with him ; more 
eſpecially, becauſe of the profit, the 

find inſuing to them thereby. And jd 
he reſts ſatisfied with this thought of 
them, that they will be ſurely his, 
becauſe they are not againſt him; as 
alſo he lets them pleaſe themſelves 
with hopes of Gods mercy. For that 
in thus doing, they ſuppoſe they ſin 
not, nor are in danger of the Devil, 
nor under Gods wrath, - as are the 
others, who are profeſt and dire Vo- 
taries of the Black Saint that rules in 


the Children of Diſobedience. 
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The reaſons and grounds of Witche 
craft further Debated on. 


Ef Hat there are Witches, Sorce» 

rers, aud ſuch like, may be 
obſerved from what hath been ſaid in 
the iormer Chapters ; alſo that there 
are Leagues and Obligations, both ex+ 
preſs and tacit; now for a further 
confirmation, let us a little obſerve, 
what Force or Efhcacy there lies in 
natural things. 

That which Philoſophers affirm of 
Nature, how ſhe abhors a Vacuum, 
may well mind us of the wonderful 
Connexion, and ſtrict Ties wherewith 
the things of this viſible world are 
Iinkt rogether amongſt themſelves , 
and the 1ecrct relation that is betwixt 
theſe and the intelle&tual world, and 
ot this cam Archetypo, This being 

obſcryed 
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obſerved by the /Zgyprians, they cal- 
led Nature Magick, by reaſon of the 
Efficacy it has, in attradtu fimilium 
per fmilia, & convenientium per 
convenientia. 

This Attra&tion, or mutual Cohe- 
rence of Superior with inferior things, 
the Grecians call aunilue, which we 
have Engliſhed Sympathy. So the 
Earth ( toexplain it ) agrees with the 
Water in that they are both alike cold; 
the Water ' with the Air in moiſture ; 
the Air with the Fire in heat ; the 
Fire with the Heavens in purity of 
{ubſtance. Nor is the Fire joyned with 
the Water but by the Air; nor the 
Ajr with Earth, but by the Water : 
Stones and Mettals have quid com- 
mune with Herbs and Plants, theſe 
with Animals, Animals with the 
Heavens, the Heavens with Intelli- 
gences, theſe with the Divine Attri- 
butes, and with God himſelf, by 
whoſe Image or ſimilitude all things 
arc made, 

The 
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The Univerſe is the Image of God, 
Man the extra& or Epitoine of the 
Univerſe, ſenſitive Creatures of Man, 
vegetatives of ſenſitives. Again, 
Plants agrce with Brutes 1n vegeta- 
tion ; Brutes with Man in that they 
are both ſenſitive; Man with Angels 
in Intelletuals; Angels participate 
of Immortality. Divinity infuſes it 
ſelt into the mind, the Mind is com- 
municated to the Intellect, the Intel- 
lect tothe Will, the Will to the Ima- 
gination,this to Common ſenſe, Com- 
mon ſenſe to the Senſes in particular, 
and the Senſes to the things ſenſible ; 
and ſuch is the Coherency of Nature, 
that every Superior power Commu- 
nicates it ſelt to the interior, by a con- 
tinued Series of Mediums ; and every 
inferior being participates of the high- 
eſt, by being linckt to the middle 
Beings. So that, as things being diſpo- 
fed into ſo wondertul Order, into a 
capacity and pollibility' of effecting 
many things ſo remote, and unuſual 

to 
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towhat commonly happens, ſhould 
Teach us to be cautioushow we aſcribe 
whatever is ſomething ſtrange, to 
Witches and Magical operations ; So 
it may confirm us, that what is re- 
lated concerning the Practices of theſe 
wicked people, is nothing but what 
is credible enough to be brought to 
paſs, conſidering the great power of 
theſe Spirits, and rhe promptitude of 
Narure to ſtrange effects, 

For 'tis the Opinion of Cornelius 
Agrippa, that Spirits are eaſily indu- 
ced to obey the Dictates of Witches 
and Wizards, when they make uſe of 
Charms and Incantations. To which 
alludes Virgil, where he ſays, 


Carmina vel Celo poſſunt deducere 
Lunam,. 


No marvel then if.the Devil infinu- 
ate, and twiſt his power into the 
opcrations of Nature, when he 1s 
lought unto, who 1s ready enougi to 
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dance attendance, though not de- 
ſired. 

Magicians affirm, that with certain 
ingredients, having a Sympathy with 
Ee things, rightly diſpoſed 
debitis circumſtantijs, partim Phyfice, 
partim Aſtronomice, Devils may be 
drawn to have Commerce with men. 
Which is alſo the opinion of /ambli- 
chas, Proclus and Svneſtus, and of the 
whole Platonick School. And Mer- 
carius Trismegiſtus tells, that an Image 
made up of ſome certain things pecu- 
liarly Conſecrated to ſuch a Spirit 
( they have names tor them too ) has 
been actuated by ſome D:xmon to per- 
form moſt actions of the Animal lite, 
as to Walk, Eat, Drink, &c. St. Au- 
guſt ine affirms the fame 7» /1bro oftavo 
de Civitate Dei. 

A ſtone which 1s found in the eye 
of a1 Hyena,holden under the Tongue 
conters the faculty of Divination. The 
ſtone called Selenites does the ſame. 
The ſtone Synochitis will hold a Spt- 

rit 
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rit raiſed up, ſo that he cannot depart 
till Licence from the Magician. Xan- 
thus the Hiſtorian tells of a young 
Dragon, that was reſtored to Lite 
by a certain Herb applyed to him by 
the Old one; and that the ſaid Herb 
wrought the like Cure upon one 7i/o. 
And Juba tells likewiſe of another 
man in Arabia, that was reſtored to 
Life by the Efficacy of Herbs. It is 
to be obſerved, that it 1s not my De- 
ſign to aſcribe every thing that hap- 
pens preter vulgaria, to the working 
of the Devil and his Miniſters, ſince 
Nature is ſo prevalent as to ſhew Mi- 
racles: but to inculcate to my Reader, 
that ſince Nature is ſo ſtrong of it 
ſelf, the Votaries of Satan may pla 
ſuch Feats, as makes them both X 
mired and feared; being aided by 
him, who has for many Thouſand 
years made Remarks, and Collected 
the Experiments of this fo Self-power- 
tul Nature. 
Hence have Witches power to hurt 
nor 
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not only in outward Goods, or in our 
Bodies ; but they can work aiterations 
in the Mind too, by Spells, Medi- 
cines, and Fumigations ; ſtir up to 
Love, Hatred, Mirth, Sorrow , vex 
to Madnels it ſelf. Man; inſtances 
might be brought to confirm what I 
fay, but I think it necdleſs to pro- 
duce Examples : I ſhall therctore on- 
ly endeavour to tpeak fom«ihing of 
the manner how tlc Devii, at the 
Inſtigation of Witches, enters into 
the Bodies of mcn or women, and 
of the Symptoms uſually attending 
the Poſleſt. 

Firſt then for the manner. The De- 
vil 1s wont before he enter into a 
man, to appear to him in ſome Fright- 
tul, Deformed Shape, uttering ſome 
ſtrange and ona Noiſes, where- 
by he Diſcompoſes the mind of the 
man to whom he appears, and diſturbs 
his reaſon, working a Confuſion and 
Diſorder in his IntelleCtuals ; and after 
having ſo done, enters into the Soul, 

now 
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now made a Chaos fit for the Reception 
of him who is the grand Author of 
Irregularity. This he moſt what 
does in the Night, or in Dark, Shady 
places,frighttul by reaſon of their hor- 
rid ſolitarineſs, 

He enters into the Poſſeſt thorough 
the Noic, or Mouth, or Ears, like a 
thin ſubtle Wind, or a Mouſe, or 
ſome ſuch little Animal ; ſometimes 
in their {cep, producing in their Ima- 
giration terrible Dreams, and ſo con» 
tinuing, thoſe Deviliſh Phanſies in 
them, when the Vitals are Diſentang- 
led from the Bonds of fleep, ſometimes 
his Entrance is accompanied with a 
Chilneſs, and ſtupitying Cold through 
the whole Body. 

The efteAs which unclean Spirits 
produce in theſe Demoniacks, are noted 
unto us by Holy Writ ; which are as 
follows, 

They ſometimes make them Obſti- 
nate and Diſobedient, backward to 
all that is good, and very deſirous of 

doing 
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doing Miſchief to them, whom the 
Devil ſtirs them up to hate; as appears 
by Saul in the Firit Book of X'ngs, 
Chap. 18. who continued obſtinate in 

riccuting innocent David, all the 
days of his lite. 

Sometimes they make them Luna- 
tick, as in Matthew 17. he did his 
ſon, who came and oe) himſe 
to our Bleſſed Saviour, ſaying, Lord 
have mercy on my Son, for he is Lus 
natick, 


Some are made Dumb, as appears 
frum the 8h. Chap. of St. [emmy 


Goſpel, where tis mentioned how one 
ſpoke ro our Saviour, ſaying, Maſter, 
1 have brought my Son unto thee, wh 
xs poſſeſt with a Dumb Spirit ; as like 
wiſe trom St. Luke, Chap. 11. others 
they deprive of Sight, as Mat. Chap. 
12. others are Torn and Tortured 1 
their Bodies, and Pine away ; are 
brought into Fury, ſo as to fall vic 
lently upon any they cag come to 
ſome are ſtruck with Infirmities un 
curable 
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curable by any Natural means, and 
of this ſort was that Woman, held 
with a Spirit of Infirmity Eighteen 
years, healed by the Great Phyſician 
of our Souls, Chriſt Feſus. Luke 
Chap. 13. 

Thus may be obſerved, both from 
© Sacred and Profane Authors, the fre- 
mane and lamentable Miſchiefs in- 

ited upon poor Man by the Devil, 

'F both in entring into and poſſeſſing 
|! their Bodies, as theſe before alledged ; 
and in the external Afſſaults made up- 
on their Temporal goods, of which 
the Hiſtory of Fob is a ſufficient Teſti- 
mony : as alſo by his mediate practi- 
ces, performed by his Vaſlals the 
Votaries afore-mentioned ; whom 1n- 
deed, he more frequently imploys 
to execute his fierce Wrath upon Men. 
What power theſe have todo Miſchief; 
Ifhdore tells us in lib. 8. Etymologj- 
arum. Cap. 9. where he ſays, Malefict 
dicuntur 0b Facinorum magnitudinem,. 
Hi Elementa concutiunt, mentes ho+ 
E minum 
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minum turban, & fine uo Venent 
hauſtu, wviolentia tantum Catminis ani-' 
mas interimunt. . 
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The Signs whereby one may, Diſcover 
" whether a Party be Poſſeſt or Be« 
 witched. . | 


Hat wicked Spirits have power 
to vex and diſturb men, we 
have proved before by divers Exam- 
ples; as alſo Curſorily, ſhown the 
manner and mott notable effects of 
fuch Prafticcs: I now intend to fay 
ſomething of the Symptoms, where- 
by it may be known whether the 
diſtreſſes wherewith a perſon is 
Afﬀlidted, ought or can be aſcribed to 
Natural Canſes, or proceed from the 
Supernatural Operations of the Devil, 
and his Miniſters. * we 
Theſe Supernatural Operations are 
reducible 
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reducible to two Heads; either to 
the immediate working of Satan, or 
to the mediate of Witches. 

For the firſt, as it is unuſually, fo 
is it the more diſcernable when it hap» 
pens, the Parties thus cifcQed being 
Tormented with ſuch Paroxyſms, and 
violent motions in their Bodies, as 
cannot but give us ta, underitand , 
what is the Lord of that Miſrule, of 
thoſe ſtupendous Gambols. As to the 
Second; Thoſe Perturbations and 
Miſchiefts occaſioned by Witchcraft, 
are not ſo pernicious, as being more 
twiſted and aſſimulated to natural ct- 
tes. Hence many Diſcaſes and Ca- 
lamities, which do owe their Origt- 
nal really, and truly to the Impiety 
and Revengeful Diſpoſitions of 
Witches, are miſtaken to be nothing 
but the Diſorder of the Natural hu- 
mours of the Body, or the Caſualties 
of Fortune, or rather Croſles deſigned 
to befall, by toreſccing Fate. 

But to' go on with our intended 

E 2 Diſcourſe ; 
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Diſcourſe ; when Learned Phyſicians 
can find no probable reaſon or Natural 
Cauſe of ſuch Grief, Pangs, and vio- 
lent Vexations as the Patient does 
endure, it may lawfully be Concluded 
that the Devils Finger is there. Per- 
ſons Bewitched have |\ſometimes a 
great ſwelling and heaving in the Bel- 
ly, thence palling to the Throat,read 

to ſtop their Breath ; ſet their Teeth 
together, ſhake ſometimes the Leg, 
ſometimes the Arm, ſometimes theur 
Head ; will hold their Arms or Legs 
ſo ſtiff, that they cannot be bowed. 

As alſo when no Rules of Art or 
ry 6 0 can do good, but that the 
Diſeaſe grows worle thereby. 

When the Diſtreſſed Vomit up 
Crooked Pins, Iron, Coales, Brim- 
ſtone, Nails, Needles, Wax, lumps 
of Hair, Knives, and ſuch like, which 
are Noted to come from ſeveral per- 
ſons, as Witneſleth one DoCtor'Cotta, 
and produces Witneſſes for the ſame; 
ſo Delrio, lib, 3.par. 1. queſt. 4. Set. | 
6 paz. 410. Orher J 
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Other Symptoms I find fet down 
by Hieronymus Mengus 1n a Treatiſe 
called Fuſtis Damonum, lib. 1. cap. 
12. Potiſſima ( inquit ) figna demon- 
ftrantia hominegn eſſe maleficiatum, ſunt 
cordis, & oris Stomachalis conſtriftio, 
Aliqui punfturas in corde ſentiant, ac- 
ft acubus pungerentur, quibuſdam cor eis 
corrodt videtur ; alij in collo & reni- 
bus magnum dolorem ſentiunt : aliqui- 
bus ligata eft vena generationis. (uidam 
ex indiſpoſitione fomachi, quicquid ad 
ſuſtentationem comedunt vel bibunt, per 
vomitum emittunt. Aliquibus wentus 
frigidifſimus , tanquam flamma, per 
ventrem diſcurrit. Theſe being the 
moſt remarkable Signs, I ſhall not 
trouble my ſelf, or my Gentle Readers 
Patience with Inſerting what Delr:o, 
Boiſſardus, Cornelius Agrippa, and 
other Learned Authors fay inthis mat- 
ter ; what I have here ſaid being ( as 
I ſuppoſe ) ſufficient. 
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That Witches are not to be ſought unta. 


The Concluſtow of the whole work, 


Hough ſome have made uſe of 

that common Diſtinction of 
good Witches and bad, to encourage 
themſelves, and make ſome pretences 
for their recourſe to thoſe unlawful 
means, yet therein they do but de- 
ceive themſclves ; foraſmuch as all 
ſorts of Witchcraft and Divination 
are forbidden by the Holy Scriptures: 
It 1s expreſly torbidden, Lev. 19. 31. 
and in Saul we have an Example here- 
of, who added to his fin of Diſo- 
bedience, that of enquiring at one 
that had a Famuliar Spirit ; yet the 
profit he received was ( but what is 
gotten by ſuch as torſake the only true 
God, and run atter lies? \) the know- 
ledge pf his own and his ſons De- 
ſtruction, Learned 
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Learned men of all ſorts; /general- 
ly condemn 'thts running to Wizards, 
as St. Auguſtine in libro 10 de Ctvit, 
Dei ; King Fames in his Demon, 116; 
3. cap. 5, St. Baſil, St. Chryſoſtome j 
nay Hippocrates an Heathen; ſome 
Schoolmen hold it to be an Apoſtaſie, 
as Aquinas, Bonaventure, Albertus, 
and the Edidts of Emperours, and all 
Learned Divines in our days hold it 
unlawfull ; the Dead by Writing, and 
the Living Yzv4 voce: in thelr Ser- 
mons. TNOTESY 
Nor is itat all conſiſtent with reaſon, 
to aſſert. the Lawtfulneſs of. enquiring 
of Witches, or uſing .ot' Necroman- 
cers. For God whor'by: his Eternal 
Wiſdom created the World- at firſt, 
does ſtill by his power» preſerve the 
works of his Creation , - and provides 
for every man, according to that ſta« 
tion wherein he ſecs it convenient to 
ſet him ; he has given him ſuch op- 
portunites,: as to make himſelt happy 
it he pleaſe. OT (EO 07s HON! 
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Has taught him to limit his Aﬀe&ti. 
ons and Appetites, and mark unto 
him the Race wherein he 1s to per- 
form his Courſe; and ſo ordered, that 
the Reſtraints are void of all unfweet- 
neſs, and that a man 1s never more a 
Captive, than when he lets himſelf 
looſe ta Carnal Delights. So that 
a man in uſing the ſaid PraQtices, does 
ipſa fatto declare himſelf a Rebel 
againſt the King of Heaven. Nor is 
this ever put in practice, but by ſuch 
as have given themſelves over to the 
things of this World. Will any man 
ſeek tor Revenge againſt thaſe have 
diſpleaſed him, -at the Devils Inſtru 
ments; that remembers who it is com 
mands us to forgive one another ou: 
Treſpaſſes? or inquire of what is tc 
come, that believes we ought not be 
ſolicitous for the Morrow 3 

The Arguments brought for the 
Lawfulneſs of Conſulting with ſuch 
a3 have Familiar Spirits, * are ſo weak 


and frivolous, that I'ſhall not troub 
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my ſelf to anſwer them, but only de- 
fire my Reader to take Notice, that 
this Diſcourſe was Writ for no other 
purpoſe,than toContute ſome Atheiſti- 
cal perſons, who under the maintain- 
ing of that Poſition, That thereare no 
Witches, Mask their diſowning of all 
Spiritual Beings ; and by conſequence 
would take away all Religion, and 
Worſhip of a Deity out of the world, 
whereby they might the better deceive 
their own Souls, and run on in all Sen- 


ſual and Brutiſh pleaſures. 
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\ Diſcourſe concern= 
ing Aſtrology. 


GHAP 1 


Of the Original thereof. 


,, Hat Aſtrology, which 
W in our days by its 

= being mixt with ſo 
| = many Superſtitious 
| es Fopperies, is become 
RS ſuſpicious and al- 
moſt Ridiculous , 

was at the firſt a thing of great Va- 
lue, and worthy of the greateſt con- 
ſideration, may be concluded from 
the acceptance it found with the moſt 
Famous men in the very Infancy of 
the World; we may aſcertain our 


ſelves, 
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ſelves, that it was in uſe beforeſ © 
the Deluge, from Gene/is 18, whereſ 7 
tis faid that Noh cnterd the Ark onf P: 
the ſeventeenth day of the feeond | BC 
Month, and came out agatrt «& tlief V* 
| Waters being gone from the face of th 
the Earth ) upon the 27th. day of f©! 
the fecond Month, in the year fol-| ** 
lowing. Thar it is of great Antiquity ol 
cannot be dcunied, but who was the ſic 
firſt Author of it 1s uncertain: yet ſec 
its Credivie that it begun. at Adam, || 'c 
and was continucd by his fon Seth, th 
and Conimunicatcd to Poſterity ; 1 E 
retcrence to which Opinion , 1s the ( 
Story of Seth's Pillars ; which Pillars | V 
were made { by reaſon of what-they || V 
had heard from Adam, (v3z;) that | 
the World ſhould be Twice de- || ** 
ſtroyed , once by Water, and after- B 
wards by Fire ) to preſerve the Scien- | © 
ces to them that were to repleniſh the | P! 
Earth after the Deluge. One of which 
Pillars was remaining in Joſephus his tl 
time, as himſelt Teſtifies, i» 1ib. Antiq. | 
cap. 


[92 


cap. £1, Miu y malig £xe Ts SW ep xg 
mls Tvels, But whether this of the 
Pillars be Fabulous or no, 1t matters 
not; it is probable enough that it 
was ſound by the Ancients before 
the Floud, whoſe Lives uſually ex- 
tended to ſome Hundreds of years, 
a thing very requiſite to the pertetion 
of Altrology ; nor was it ( con- 
ſidered 1n its purity ) a Study unbe- 
ſeeming thoſe Noble Spirits. In fa- 
your of this Opinion may be alledged 
that of Joſephus in cap. 7. 1ib. 1. that 
Enoch left a Treatiſe of Aſtrology, or 
( Aſtrology being taken after the 
Modern dittin&tion ) of Aſtronomy ; 
which Treatiſe 1s yet extant in the 
Kingdom of the Queen of Sheba, Ter- 
te/lian quotes it in the 4th. and 15h. 
Books de 1dololatria, and inthe Book 
De habitu muliebri. cap. 3. where he 
proves by many Arguments,that thoſe 
Books are not ſpurious ; and anſwers 
the ObjeRions that may be brought 
againſt it. Now although the Teſti- 

mony 
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mony of ſo Learned a man as Tertul- 
lian, may ſtop the Mouths of all ſuch 
as out of Sceptical humour may doubt 
the verity of what has been ſaid ; yet 
conſidering the great propenſion of 
ſome in our days, to overthrow what 
ever ſound Doctrine has been Taught 
by the Seniors, aſwell in Knowledge 
as in years, I ſhall endeavour to prove 
the Antiquity of this moſt Noble Scis 
ence by force of reaſoti. 

1, *Tis not to be doubted that Adam, 
both by reafon of his Converſe with 
Angels, and his great inſight into the 
Intelle&ual world ; as alſo by his 
great knowledge of this viſible world, 
which rendcr'd him capable of diſtin- 

uiſhing things, and giving a name 
utable to the Nature of each thing ; 
could underſtand the Nature of the 
Heavens, and thoſe ſplendid Bodies 
there placed. So that if the Beauries 
of thoſe Czleſtial Bodies were Created 
to be ſubſervient and ſignificant to 
the Microcoſm, it is moſt certain, = 
ths 
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the firſt Father of Mankind, under- 
ſtood it. 

2. The Wiſe and ever-True God, 
who has made every thing good, and 
made nothing that was not to be of 
ſome uſe toman, did certainly never 
deſign that Glorious and Reſfplendent 
part of the World, to be tor a Gazing- 
ſtock only, and not have operation or 
influence in the Univerſe ; but to be 
a general Moderator, and Govenor 
of the moſt material A&tions of Mor- 
tal Bodies ; as he has reſerved to him- 
ſelt the diſpoſing of that pure ſubilance 
Mans Soul. And ſuch was his love 
to Mankind, that he would Teach a 
way whereby they might recover part 
of that Knowledge was loſt in the 
firſt Mans Fall and Diſobedience. And 
ſo rhat they might not be altogether 
involved in Darkneſs, and obſcurity of 
what was to come, he Taught them 
to Read in that Great Volume, the 
Chief Contingencies of their Lite. 

That what I ſay is probable, and 

F not 
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not an Idle Whimſey of ſome Melan- 
cholick Brain, is Maniteſt from the 
common Opinion of Learned Men 
among the Fews, Greeks, and Latines, 
and others, who call the Heavens a 
Sacred Book, wherein by thoſe Capt- 
ral Letters | the Stars) may be read the 
Events of things below. The Learned 
Origen , upon this place of Genefts , 
Et erunt in frena, Aftirms, that the 
Stars were placed in this Order in 
the Heavens for no other end, but to 
ſhew, by their diverſe Aſpects and 
Figures, whatever 1s to happen while 
the World indures, aſwell in general 
as in particular ; yet not ſo, as that 
they were the Caulcs of all theſe 
things : never any ſuch thing came 
into the Thoughts, much leſs into 
the Writings ot this Learned Man, 
For as the Prophecies that are Written 
in Books, are not the Cauſes of thoſe 
Events, which they foretel ſhall hap- 
pen, but only the Signs; ſo may the 


Heavens be { fays he ) very juſtly 
called 


(75) 
called a Book, wherein God hath 
Written, al! that is, hath been, and 
hereafter ſhall be. And for Confir- 
mation Cites a Paſſage out of a Book 
called, Narratio Joſeph, wherein the 
Patriarch Facoh, giving his Bleſſing 
to all his Children, upon his Death- 
bed, fays, Leg in Tabulis Celi, qua» 
cunq; contingent vobis & Filijs vebes 
whence the ſame Origen concludes 
on this Queſtion, 7rrum Stelle aliquid 
agant 2 That ſome Myſteries may be 
aſſuredly Read in the Heavens; by 
reaſon that the Stars are diſpoſed and 
Ordered there in the Form of Cha- 
rafters. Fulius Syrenus has underta- 
ken the Defence of this Do&rine, and 
holds it a moſt ſaie and true Opinion, 
St. Auguſtine lib. 2. contra Maniche- 
os, cap. 2. has this Expreſſion ; Neg; 
in illis corporibus C eleftibus hic latere 
poſſe Cogitationes credendum eft, quem- 
admodum in his corporibus latent ; ſed 
ficut nonnulli motus animorum apparent 
in Vultu, & maxime in oculis, ſic in 
2 FUN 
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illa perſpicutFare ac fimplicitate Celeſti- 
um corporum, omnes motus animi latere 
arbitror. "Alkhe Platoni{ts 1n a man- 
ner were likewiſe of the fame Perſua- 
Gon, and this is the reaſon that Por- 
phyrie allures us, that when he had re- 
ſolved to have killed himſelt, P/otinus 
who had Read his intention in the 
Stars, hindercd him from doing ir, 
To the ſame purpoſe is that of Or- 
pheus, 
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- -certus twus Ordo 
Immutabilibus mandatis, currit in 
Aſtris. 


Amongſt the Modern men , Flud 
has, this expreſiion in his Apology tor 
the Roſie Croſs men, /» Cwlo , inquit) 
inſerti & impreſſt hujuſmodi Charafte- 
res, qui non aliter ex Stellarum ordi- 
nibus conflantur, quam lines Geome- 
trice, & Litere Vulgares ex pundtis, 


ſuperfi- 
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ſuperficies ex lincts, Corpus ex ſuper- 
fictebus. 

Poſtellus gives us this account of 
his own Experience in this matrer, 
in theſe words ; $7 dixero me in Cwlo 
vidiſſe, in iphs I inguce Sanite Cha- 
ratteribus, ab Fſra primum publice 
expoſttis, ea omnia que ſunt in rerium 
naturi conſlituta ; ut vidi non expli- 
cite, fed implicite ; vix ullus mihi 
crediderit: tamen teſtis Deus, & 
Chriſtus ejus, quia non ment1or, 

After the Deluge, and the ſcatte- 
ring abroad of the Nations through 
the whole Earth, the Study of Aſtro- 
logy was likewiſe Dilated, and be- 
come common to many Nations : 
ſo that they not only Vied one with 
another in the accurateneſs and per- 
[eAtion of Skill, but alſo about the 
[nvention of it ; every one deliring 
to aſcribe the Invention of ſo Noblc 
a Science | to their own Country : 
but *tis moſt probable, nay in a man- 
ner certain, that they of Afta, ( con- 
F 3 ſilering 
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ſidering that Adam was there made, 
and that Noahs Arks reſted upon a 
Mountain in that part of the world, 
from whom the Face of the whole 
Earth was Inhabited ) were they who 
firſt improved this Study. Nor is it 
reaſonable to think that the Afrans, 
who were ſetled in a Reſidence, and 
had both Motives and Opportunities 
enough , ſhould let the Africans or 
Eurepzans outſlrip them in the In- 
vention of Arts, who were Cumbered 
tor many years in finding out conve- 
nient Habitations, and 1n defending 
themſclves trom the Incurſions ot their 
troubleſome Neighbours. 


Amongſt the Afravs the Chaldg- 
ans Challenge Priority in this mater, 
and glory ot inſtructing other Nations 
herein, according to which 1s that of 
Herodotus in Euterpe : 70AÞ9) WAV 3 &e, x) 
VO wr, x, Te Jv Heyy 550, FP nutogs TUCL 
BaCuaorioy £ a oy "Ewviyss. 4, C. Lic Gra- 
citans Learned of the Babvlonians or 
Chaldeans the Doctrine of the oeeh 

an 
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and of dividing the Day into Twelve 
parts. Likewiſe Didorus Siculus in 
the Third Book of Antiquities, Teſti- 
fies of the Chaldeans, that by long 
obſervation of the Courle of the Stars, 
they found out their Nature, and 
Forctold things that were afterwards 
to come to paſs; Tully likewiſe 77 
primo de Divinatione; Principio 
4, t ) Aſſyrij, ut ab ultimis auttori- 
us repetam, propter planitiem magni- 
tudinemq; regionum, quas incolebant, 
cam Calum omni ex parte patens, atq; 
apertum intuerentur, trajettiones, mo- 
tusq; Stellarum obſervaverunt. Nor 
isit meet that we forget Abraham, a 
man ſo highly approved of by God, 
who was a Chaldzan, and the Chicf 
Aſtrologer of the Eaſt, of whom Be- 
roſus, as Euſebius ſays, ſpoke in this 
manner, were Iv + xg mxauoudy Jexgry Wed 
mg XaAnduiois Ts iv Vygaos ne, fy WAALS, & 
Tm #eguia tumuesss Decima vero pe Di- 
laviam generatione apud Chaldgos erat 
vir juſtus, & magnus , & Celeſtium 
F 4 habens 
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habens experientiam. . e. in the Tenth 
Generation after the Floud there was 
among(t the Chaldeans , a Juſt and 
Great Man, one well skill'd in the 
Heavens ; which no doubt 15 meant of 
Abraham, who was ſo Famous in re- 
ſpcct of the great ſway he bore as a 
Nobleman ; but more eſpecially for 
his Piety, and Sober manner of 
Living, and his Miraculous and Con- 
ſpicuous Preſervation in all Dangers, 
by the immcdiate hand of Providence, 
Abraham Learn'd of his Father Thare 
or Terah, which is the Opinion of 
Philo in his Book ot Nobility, where 
he Writes thus of Abraham, and his 
Father 7hare » 72 7% Isdaiwy, meer furan, 
Wevss way ny XA dis, maTess Ni Afcorouns, oh 
meet TH Maz91wam Nan erformwy. Primus Pa- 
rens Tudgorum Chaldeus erat Natione, 
Patre proznatus dedito ſyderali Scien- 
tir, uno ex tjs, qui circa Marhefw 
verfarcntar. Where bY mes Acccreuand 
1s meant Zhaze tie Father of Abra- 
ham, 


Now 
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Now although we ought to look 


upon the Chaldeans as the Firſt and 


moſt Eminent in this Faculty, yet we 
are not to'look upon them as the ſole 
Monopoliſts ot Sydereal knowledge ; 
the Badrians will put in for a ſhare, 
and ſay, that though they did not farit 
lay down the Rules, yet they 1improv- 
cd them as high as any ; Witneſs their 
ſo famous Zoroaſter, who as Juſtin 
tells us, in /ib. primo Epitomes Trogi, 
Primus Magicas Artes dicitur inveniſſe, 
& mundi principia, Siderumg; mot us 
diligenter obſervaſſe: and was doubt- 
leſs as expert in this Reading the Starry 
Book, as the greateſt Chal/dzan of 
them all. 

The Agyptians Learned from the 
Aſſyrians, and had the ſame conve- 
nicnce for the Buſineſs ; that 1s, a plain 
Champaign Country, and an Air ſel- 
dom or never Overcaſt with Clouds, 
or Vapours to hinder the Eye from 
Viewing the Motions of thote Glo- 
rious Bodics, 'Tis tie Opinion of 

| J "offins 


( 82 ) 


Voffus in his Book De quatuor arti- 
bus popularibus, That Abraham 
brought it amongſt them when he 
Travelled into that Country ; but 
however it was, they proved ſo good 
Proficients,as to invite theGrecians to 
come into their Schools for InſtruCti- 
ons in this, and other curious Arts, 
as Theon Alexandrinus upon Aratus 
his tome tells us, td\5avm ot ave [ono] 
"Fanes mg Aiiſior, x) Ye ator : 7. C. 
The Grectans received theſe Arts from 
the AZgyprians and Chaldgans. And 
as Pride is ſtill Fatal to great Parts, 
- the Azgyptians puffed up with their 
Learning began to be Ungratetul, and 
Kick at their Maſters the Chaldzans, 
they thought themſelves more Skil- 
ful, and would have the Credit of 
Invention to themſelves ; on their ſide 


was Diodorus Siculus, who to make 


'the Story Plauſible Affirms, that Ba- 
byloa 1s a Colony of the Afzyptians, 
firſt Planted by Bel/us the Son of 
Neptune and Lybic, who Erected a 

Colledg 
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Colledg in Babylon, and ſet Scholars 
therein to Study Aſtrology , as they 
did in Mgypt., Yet Diodorus Sicu- 
lus 1s to be ſuſpected, as being too 
great a Favourer of the fgyprians ; 
and another thing which makes this 
OpinionInvalid 1s, that the Egyptians 
can produce no Obſervations before 
Alexander the Great ; whereas the 
Chaldeans can prove theirs to be of 
far greater Antiquity. 

The Arabians too were $kill'd in 
Aſtrology , as may be quinn from 
Chap. 9. verſe 9. of Job, where men- 
tion is made ot the Plezades, Orion, 
and Artturus. 

The A#thiopians were not ignorant 
of the Stars and their different in- 
fluences, for which they were behold- 
ing to Atlas King of Mauritazia, who 
is faid to have Lived about the time of 
To/eph thePatriarch,or as others,about 
tie time of Moſes; and was 10 exe 
celient in this Study, that the Poets 


Fcigned him to bear up Heaven _ 
[LLS _ 
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his Shoulders. Having Traced Aſtro-þ,. 
logy through Afra and Africa; wel, 
will now bear it company into Europe, 
and fee, by whom it was firſt Taught}, 
in this Part of the world, which is not 
inferior to the other tyr curious}, 
knowledge. 

Though Learning be never more 
Diſturbed and Eclypſed, than where, 
a Country is embroyled in War, Mars 
his Drum being too obſtreperous tor 
the ſweet lays ot the zſes, yet tis 
obſervable that it tollows the Yitor, 
and delights to fix her Seat where the 
Sword has drawn a place of Detenceſ, 
to ſecure her from theAftronts of thoſe 
that deſire to enjoy the Liberties andJ, 

| 


conveniences others have in Lawtul 
Poſleflion. 

It was then Learning began to flou- 
riſh in Greece, when they had by their 
Proweſls awed thoſe that before 
Lorded it over them. And though it 
may be obſerved, that they were not 


altogether jgnorant in Aſtrology, but 
had 


( 8 ) 


-thad ſome Glimpſes thereof at the time 


(> 


of the Trojan War, from Fomers 
telling , , how Achilfes his Armour 
had Stars Engraven on it by Yulcan; 
2s alſo from the Story: of Endymions 
being Loved by the Moon, which 
was occaſioned trom his Obſervations 
concerning the Moon; as alſo Phae- 
thons Guiding the Chariot of the Sun, 
from the like occaſion : the Stories 
of Orion, and Perſeus, and Orpheus 
his Harp , being made Stars, all 
which only intimate unto us, their 
Skill in the Courſe of the Stars; yet 


'twas never improved to any conſide- 


rable height till 7Thales. Before his 
time, they had only ſo much know- 
ledge therein, as to know the Seaſons 
of the year, and the Riſing and Set- 


| ting of ſome remarkable Stars ; ſuch 
| an Aſtrologer was Hefrod, and ſuch 


Plato calls d5emuirms x7! Hoody, men 
only inducd with the little Rudiments, 
od unacquainted with that accurate- 
neſs which Thales brought in; ot 

whom 


( 86) 


whom Diogenes Laertius gives this 


account in Vita Thaletis; dr NN 
ma epoTO- dregaoynru, x; nergs ating, 


\ 


X%; Tegmas Tegeimnily, as onov Evdvues bv Ty ot 
9H ASejnoyuutrey broette 7. EC. molt are of 
opinion that Thales was the firſt that 
Studied Aſtrology ( in Greece ) and 
obſerved the Courſe of the Sun, and 
Tanght the reaſon of the ward x'9s 
as Eudemus ſays in his Aſtrological 
Hiſtory. Anaximander Mileſtus was 
the Scholar of Thales ; he Taught 
that the Earth was the Center of Os 
World, and that it was Round, ob- 
ſerved ,the Tropicks, and EquinoCti- 
als, and Taught to know the hours 
by the ſhadow ofa Gnomon. Scholar 
to Anaximander was Anaximenes Mis 
lefrus, who found that the Moon bor- 
rowed her Light, and that the Inter- 
poſition of the Earth betwixt her and 
the Sun, was the Cauſe of her ſeveral 
Phaſes. 


After Anaximines, was Anaxagoras 
Clazomenius , who Taught that the 
Moon 
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Moon had in it Hills, and Valleys 
like the Earth, and that it was Habi- 
table ; that the Milky-way was made 
by the Refle&ion of the Sun-beams ; 
that Comets are a Maſs of Sparkles, 
proceeding from the Stars by reaſon 


of their Swift Motion, Colledted into 


one Body ; that the Sun was a Round, 
Fiery-Ball, Bigger than all fo mar 
ſus ; that the Heavens conſiſted of 
Stones, which yet do not Fall, by reaſon 
of that extraordinary Circumgyra- 
tion. In the ſecond year ot the 
Seventy Eight Olympiad he foretold, 
that one of thoſe Stones ſhould Fall 
from Heaven, which ( they fay ) came 
to paſs by the River Agos in Thrace; 
how much he was addifted to the 
Study of Aſtrology, may be gathered 
from this; One asking wheretore he 
was Born, he Anſwer'd, to Contem- 
plate the Sun, and Moon, and the 
Heavens ; to another, Rebuking him 
tor neglefting his Temporal Afﬀairs, 
and asking him if he did not care = 

O 


( 88 ) 
his Country, he ſaid, Yes I do, (point- 
ing with his Finger towards Heaven ) 
that is my Country. 

Pythagoras is accounted Chief of 
the /ralian Set, and Taught in 7taly 
at the ſame time as Anaximenes did 
at Miletum: he is ſaid to have firſt 
obſerved the Obliquity of the Eclyp- 
tick ; he Taught that the Earth mo- 
ved about the Sun, betwixt Mars and 
Venus. After him was Democritus 
the Abderite, and Empedocles Agri- 
gentinus. About the firſt year ot the 
Eighty Seventh Olympiad flouriſhed 
Meton , the Son of Panthias, who 
Corrected the Calendar, and tound out 
the Circulum decennovennalem, which 
we call the Golden Number ; of whom 
Feſtius Avienus, 


Illius ad numeros prolixa decennia 
rurſum 

Adjeciſſe Meton Cecropea dicitur 
arte, 

Inſeditq; animis, tenuit rem Gracia 

/ollers P ro- 
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Protinus, & longos inventam mifit 
In annos. | 


Whereby is meant that Meton added 
Ten years to the Computation of 
Harpalus, who made Tables for 
Eight years only. This period of 
Nineteen years was approved of by 
Euftemon and Philippus , as beſt re- 
conciling the Diftcrences in the Sun 
and Moons Revolutions. EFaudoxus 
the Son of Aſchines a Cnydian, a 
Famous Geometrician and Aſtrolo- 
ger , oppoſed the Period found by 
Meton , by one of Eight years, but 
to no purpoſe. 

The Multitude of Commentators 
upon Aratus, will not permit me to 
leave him out of the Roll ; he Wrote 
in Verſe the time of the Riſing, and 
Sctting of the Stars, and gave Rules 
to know what Temperatures of Air 
would be upon the different Aſpects: 
and Poſitions of the Heavenly Bo- 
dies. 
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About the time of Pro/omens Phi. 
ladelphus, Conon Flouriſhed, who 
Colle&ted the Eclypſes of the Sun 
and Moon; and it was he that firſt 
gave Notice of the Star called Bere- 
wices Hair, as Cata/lus ſays in his 
Poem re tomd Berenices. 


TAem me ille Conon caleſti lumine | 
vidit, 

F Bereniceo vertice Ceſariem 

Fulgentem clare, quam multis illa 
Deorum 

Non fine taurine ſangaine pollicita 


eſt 


About Ten years after him, that 
15, about the Hundred and Fortieth 
Olympiad, Ariftarchus Samius was 
Famous for his skill ; he followed the 
Opinion of Pythagoras, Philolans, and 
thoſe who held the Motion of the 
Earth. About the ſame time Flou- 
riſhed the Famous Archimedes, who 
made the Flying Dove, and the Ar- 
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tificial Sphere,wherein were Motions 
anſwerable to that of the Czleſtial 
Bodies, the Artificial Planets keeping 
Correſpondence with the Natural. 

The Study of the Stars being now 
grown to a conſiderable height, want- 
ed not Admirers in all the ſucceedin 
Ages, who imployed their Parts an 


 Indeavours 1n theſe Speculations; and 


by their Induſtry and good Fortune, 
dayly added to the pertetion of this 
Art : It were eaſie for me to give you 
their Names in Order, as they ap- 
peared to the world, to theſe very 
times: but that nor being ſo neceſſa- 
os I ſhall only ſpeak ſomething of 
the Progreſs it had, after the Decay 
of the Grecian Monarchy, and then 
proceed to my intended Diſcourſe 
againſt the Detamers, and Blots to 
this Noble Science , the Judicial 

Aſtrologers. h 
I begin with Alcuinus, otherwiſe 
call'd Flaccus Albinus ; not that he 
was the firſt, who deſerved to betakert 
- G 3 Notice 
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Notice of, but for Brevity ; - conſider- 
ing it would Swell my Volume to too 
large a Bulk to name them all. He was 
Born in England, a Torkſhire-Man, and 
was made Deacon in the days of Offa 
King of the Mercians, and was by 
him, for his great Learning, but 
eſpecially for his skill in the Mathe- 
matical Studies, ſent over to Charſes 
the Great, and was by hin Honou- 
rably received, and ſtaid with himin 
France. He got a Grant for an Uni- 
verſity at Paris, and Taught the Li- 
beral Sciences there. He Read Aſtro- 
nomy to Charles the Great, and ſhew'd 
him the uſe of an Ephemeris : 'twas 
he gave the German Names to the 
Winds, by which our ſeamen at this 
day call them. 

This Kings being delighted ſo much 
with Aſtronomy, brought him into 
a good Eſteem with the then King of 
Perfia, who was addicted the ſame 
way, and ſent him a Dal for the 
Planets, which was no _ 

or 


S 
for the Favour, than uſeful for the 
Ingenuity of it. 

Not long after lived Maimon King 
of the Saracens, who cauſed Ptolo- 
mies Syſtem to be brought 1n again, 
after it had beena long time neglected. 
And Contemporary with him, was 
the Famous A/bumaſſar the Arabian, 

In the year One Thouſand Four 
Hundred and Eighty, flouriſhed Mar- 
filius Ficinus, at firſt a great Favou- 
rer ot Judicial Aſtrology ; but atter- 
wards Reading that Excellent Trea- 
tiſe of Picus Mirandula's, concerning 
that Subje&t, he'Recanted, being con- 
vinced of the Fopperies thereof by the 
reaſons of ſo Learned a Man. He 
was a. Great man in all Learning, 
but an eſpecial Admirer of Plato's 
Philoſophy. 

In the year One Thouſand Five 
Hundred flouriſhed Abraham Zacutz, 
Mathematician tro Emanuel! King ot 
Portugal ; he left a perpetual Alma- 
nack Le the Revolutions of all the 
#tars. G 3 From 
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From the year of Chriſt One Thou- 
ſand and Five Hundred, Mathemati- 
cal Studies grew ſo Univerſal, and 
well known in the Chriſtian World, 
that it is impoſſible to Rank them 
in their Order, the Multiplicity of 
Students bringing Contuſion into the 
Hiſtory. I ſhall only theretore ſpeak 
of the moſt Renowned. And firſt, 
with TJoannes Wernerus a German, 
who was a moſt exact Obſerver of 
the Starry Motions ; he Wrote two 
Books of the Motion of the Eighth 
Sphere. 

Contemporary with him was Foars 
yes Blanchinus, and about fixteen 
p__ after was Joannes Steflerus ; 
he Taught the way to make an Aſtro- 
labe, and Wrote Commentaries upon 
Proclus his Sphere ; he was ſometimes 
Maſter to Philip Melanfthon, and in- 
flamed that Learned man with ſuch 
a Love to Mathematicks, as endured 
to his very Death. After him was 
HTenricus Baerfius , and John Cari, 

both 
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both very Eminent men, of which 
the firſt Wrote a Book of the Compo- 
ſition, and uſe of the Quadrant, the 
other of Practical Aſtrology , and 
Ephimeredes for many years. 

In the year One Thouſand Five 
Hundred Thirty Six, Nicolaus Coper« 
vicus became Eminent, one who re- 
vived many Opinions that had for a 
long time been Buried 1n obſcurity ; 
of whom 7ſmae! Bulialdas in his Pro- 
legomena's to Phyloſophical Aſtrono- 
my, gives this Charatter , Nicolaus 
Copernicus vir abſolute ſubtilitatis , 
non ſolum obſervator fuit , ſed etiam 
Hypotheſeos Pythagorice antique in» 
ſtaurator, Per eum enim ex humanis A 
cogttationibus exempte Ptolomaicarum 
Hypotheſeon trice, & circulorum mul- 
tiplicium involutiones, & ad Phyficam 
fimplicitatem revocate ſunt hominum 
mentes, | 

After him was Petrus Apianus, Lus 
cas Gauricus a Neopolitan, and Joachi- 
nus Fortins Rithenbergius, common- 
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ly called Sterck, who lived at the fame 
time with Eraſmus Roterodamus ; and 
was firſt moved to apply himſelf to 
ſtudy, by Converſing with Eraſmus, 
and more particularly ( as himlſelt 
Conteſles ) by Reading that little 
Treatiſe De ratione ſtudij. 

In the year of Chriſt One Thou- 
ſand Five Hundred and Sixty, Lived 
Gerardus Mercator, a man well Read 
 1n Aſtrology. 

Many others there are, whom it is 
needleſs to inſert, not that they were 
leſs deſerving than others, but becauſe 
theſe I have mentioned may ſerve to 
ſhew by whom, and at what times 
this Science has been propagated. 

And though ſome may object, that 
I go againſt my ſelf in thus playing 
the Herald, and reckoning the An- 
ceſtors of Aſtrology ; and that it had 
been more advantageous to my Cauſe 
to have ſought to have proved, that 
none ot Ingenuity or Learning had 
ever ſtudied in theſe matters; yet ler 
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them know, that it makes much for 
me upon Conſideration, that none of 
theſe ever deſcended to theſe Nonſen- 
ſical Fopperies, wherewith Judicial 
Aſtrology is ſtuffed full, and which 
has brought into Queſtion the more 
material points of the Heavenly 
Reading. Nor have theſe Fortune- 
tellers any more reaſon to boaſt, that 
ſo many Worthy men have imployed 
themſelves inContemplating the Star- 
ry Bodies, than the Romaniſts to boaſt 
ot St. Peter,and the Apoſtles Dottrine, 


 foraſmuch as both of them have loſt 


their Art and Religion with Super- 
ſtition and Fopperies. + 


—— "— 
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Coins 


A Diſcourſe concerning Judicial 
Aſtrology. 


Hat Curioſity is the Epidemick 
Diſeaſe of the Mind, every 

man may Experience in himſeli, and 
Gl- 
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obſerve in others, which if it was 
not fo, there had been no occaſion of 
the preſent Diſcourſe. Yet foraſmuch 
as through the Impudent Raſhneſs of 
ſme, and the Serious ſimplicity of 
others, not only the Stars, but alſo 
the Votes and Deſires of men are re- 
duced intoan Art, and made ( againſt 
their own Nature ) Foretellers of tu- 
ture Contingencies ; 1t will not be, I * 
hope, impertinent to our prefent pur- 
pole, to Diſcuſle the Buſineſs, and to 
Search out what Solidity and Truth 
thereis in their Opinions and Tenets. 
Which that we may do, I ſhall reduce 
my Diſcourſe to Three Heads. 

1. A propoſal of their Principles, 
who are perſuaded of the Omniſci- 
_ ence of the Stars, and have given up 
their Votes for Judicial Aſtrology. 

2. An Examination of thoſe Prin-. 
ciples, to ſee how their Principles 
accord with reaſon. . 

>, A Confutation of their Falſe and 
Erroneous Opinions, not only in the 

- ſmaller 
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ſmaller DeduQtions and Concluſions, 
but alſo in the verry Fundamen- 
tals. 

Of whichlI do not intend to make 
a long Treatiſe, but only briefly to 
Touch at the foreſaid Method, and ſo 
have done. 

Grand Patrons and Favourites of 
the affirmative ( I mean Sticklers for 
Judicial Aſtrology ) were the Priſcil- 
lianiſts, ſpawned from the Gnoſticks ; 
who amongſt other their prodigious 
Errours had this, that the Stars had 
eſpecial and ſupreme Intluence and 
Predominance over man, and Taught, 
that the ſeveral parts of his Body were 
in Subordination to the Twelve Con- 
ſtellations : Aſſigning to the Head 
Aries, Taurus to the Neck, Gemint 
to the Shoulders, and 1ſo of the reſt, - 
as you may be intormed trom every 
Almanack Writer , afhirminy that in 
pood Earneſt, which the Po-ts only 
ipoke Allegorically, or ratizer Poerzca 
L icentia ; introducing Old Atlas hs 
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the Heavens on his Shoulders, and 
his Body finely Spangled with 
Stars. 

But to proceed to our preſent pur. 

pots their main Arguments, and 

trong Cables, the Zomerick Chains 
wherewith they would Pull down 
Jupiter and the reſt of the Stars to 
the very Earth, and imploy them 
as Link-boys, to direZt us in our 
very Pilgrimage here upon Earth, 
are reducible to theſe Heads. 

1. To places of Scripture, ſeem- 
ing to make for their purpole. 

2. To reaſons which tney bring 
to make good their party. 

3. To Experiments and Obſerva- 
tions, by which they would expect 
Credit and conſent to their Art. + 

Firſt tor places of Scripture. Thoſe 
that are moſt urged by them are 
Geneſis 1. 14. where its ſaid, Lumi- 
raria cieleſtia a Deo pojita eſſe in ſ1z+ 
na. Fudzes. That the Stars fought 
againſt Siſcra in their courſes. Alſo 


ob 
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Job 38 31. Canſt thou bind the ſweet 
influences of the Pleiades 2 or looſe 
the bands of Orion? Canſt thou bring 
forth Mazzaroth in his ſeaſon , or 
canſt thou guide Arfturus with bis ſons 2 
Knoweſt thou the Ordinances of Heas- 
ven 2 Canſt thou ſet the Dominion there- 
of in the Farth | 

That likewiſe Pſalm the 19. 1. The 
Heavens declare the glory of God, and 
the Firmament ſheweth his handy-work, 
And above all, that of the Star which 
appeared to the Wiſe-men or Magz, 
who came to ſee Chriſt; from all 
which places they would conclude , 
that the Stars are Signs of Future 
Events, and that diverſly , according 
to their ſeveral Aſpe&ts, Conjuntti- 
ons, and Oppoſitions. : 

The na Rank of Arguments , 
are ſuch as ace drawn from reaſon, 
which they Form on this manner, as 
Firſt, 

That there can be no other reaſon 
given ofthe vaſt number of Wandring- 
Stars. -" 2. Iners 
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2. There can be no reaſon given 
of the ſeveral Motions, ſo many Con 
zjunRions, Oppoſitions, Trines and 
Quartiles, or why a Planet \ ſuppoſe) 
ſhould be ſometimes in one Sign, ſome» 
times in another, now exalted in his 
Om in his own houſe in full torce 
and power,againſneaking amongſt his 
Enemies, in ſome Conſtellation,clearly 
contrary to his own Natural Inclinatt- 
on; or why two or three Planets meet- 
ing at the Bull, or Ram, or any other 
Sign, ſhould be very Civil and Sober, 
and all agree to onething ; and on a 
ſudden ( no body knows. for what ) 
tall out and come to Daggers draws 
ng, 

x” They fay there is a ſtrict Cohe- 
rence, and Bond of Amity betwixt 
the Czleſtial and Sublunary Bodies; 
that the Stars have certain Influences 
upon the Bodies of men, which pre- 
vail more or leſs according to their 
divers Poſitions: for example, that 


thoſe who are Born in the Interlunium, 
ſhould 


, 
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ſhould be weak and ſubje&tro Diſeaſes : 
and that thoſe who are Born when the 
Moon is in Conjuntion with Male» 
volent ill-natur'd Planets, do either 
die preſently, or are troubled wirh 
i fres at the New-Moons : that 
Phyſicians obſerve ſome Diſeaſes to 
increaſe or abate according tothe ſe- 
veral Aſpe&s and Pofiture of theMoon 
with other Stars. They reaſon fur- 
ther, that conſidering it 15 underuable 
that the Stars have influence over the 
Elements, it ſhould be abſurd to deny 
that man is exempt from that Influ- 
ence, ſince he does intallibly Partjci- 
pate ofthe Nature and Quality of the 
Elements ; this is for the Body. Thar 
they Swagger over his Mind too, they 
Argue thus ; The inclinations of the 
Mind follow the Temperature of the 
Body, and that Temperature of the 
is altered and diſpoſed of by the 
Elements, the Elements by the Cz- 
teſtial Bodies, therefore 'tis certain, 
that one may judge of the Manners 
7 and 
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and Inclinations of men by the Stars. 

Another reaſon they bring, is from 
the Author of Aſtrology, who ( as 
they ſay ) was Seth, and his Children, 
and that he, by reaſon of what he 
had heard from Adam concerning the 
Two-fold - Deſtruftion of the World, 
Wrote the Fundamentals and Princi- 
ples of this Science on two Pillars, the 
one of Brick, and the other of Stone ; 
as alſo that Moſes and Daniel were 
Skilld in all the Learning of the Ag yp- 
tians and Chaldeans, and were not 
reprehended for it from the Mouth of 
God. 

The laſt File to patch up a plauſible 
Toleration for Judicial Aſtrology 1s, 
trom Experiments and Obſervations 
Coll by Practitioners, and Re- 
corded by Hiſtorians of very good 
Credit and Authority. | 

The firſt is that of Julius Ceſar, 
Written by Suetonius, who being 
Warned by an Aſtrologer, to beware 
of the Ides of March, and the time 

| - being 
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being come, and ſeeing no danger, as 
the prediftion ſeemed to ſignifie, he 
jeered the Artiſt, telling him that 
the Ides were come; who anſwer'd, 
They were indeed come, but not palt, 
and the very ſame day was Ceſar 
Stab'd in the Senat-houſe, and dyed 
of two and thirty Wounds. At the 
Nativity of Auguſtus, Publius Nigti- 
dius who had calculated it, cryed out, 
that the Lord of the whole Earth 
was then born, which made Auguſt» 
us favour the Aſtrologers ever atter, 
and cauſed the Image of a Goat to 
be ſet upon his Coin, being born un- 
der that Sign. 

Thrafillus and Tyberius walking 
together the Emperour deſign'd: to 
have thrown him down aſteep place, 
and have flain him, but he coming 
near the place begun to tremble, 
look pale, and ſhew divers Signs of 
horrour and amazment ; which 
being obſerved by the Emperour, he 
asked what was the matter: the Aſtro- 
© loger 
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loger anſwer'd, He perceived ſome 
great danger very near him ;hereupon 
the Emperor relented, and forboreto 
exccute his Tragical Deſign. 

Vitellius being yet a Private man, 
the Aſtrologers told him he ſhould be 
Emperor , and afterwards told him 
the day of his Death ; for the Empe- 
ror being difpleaſed with the Attrolo- 
gers, commanded they ſhould all de- 
part out of /taly by ſuch a day : they 
caſt out a Paper or Libel , wherein 
they deſired him not to trouble him- 
ſelf with their going out ot /zaly on 
that day, for he ſhould then go out 
of the world; which according to 
their Pradictions proved true. 

Aiphilinus in vita Neronis, Relates 
that when Nero was Born, the Aftro- 
logers foretold that he ſhould be Em- 
peror, and ſlay his Mother, which 
alſo came to pals. 

Many other Experiments may be 
- brought for the Credit of Aſtrologers, 
which I ſhall not ſet down, to avoid 

Pro- 
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Prolixity ; who has a mind to know 
them, may Conſult Laris» Authors, 
and find to their Contents theſe be- 
ing of moſt Validity -L'have taken 
Notice of, partly engaged thereunto 

by my opens Method, and partl 
to avoid the Cenſure of the adverſe 
party , who” might elſe have com- 
plained of Foul-play. That we may 
in ſhort lay down what is tobe thought 
of this Art in general, and its Funda- 
mentals, we muſt make a diſtinRtion 
between certainties and uncertainties, 
diſtinguiſhing them both from what 
1s manifeſtly Falſe, and examine-what 
power the Stars have over inferior 
ſublunary Bodies, how far this Art 
extends it ſelf; and what is beyond 
the Reach both of theStars and Aſtro- 
logers, 8nd fo we may come to know, 
what Przdi&tions may be certainly 
had from the Heavens, what only 
probably, and what cannot be known , 

at all. 4 
From the Stars, eſpecially from 
2 the 
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the Sun and Moon, may be known 
th2 Succeſſion of Day and Night, the 
Four-fold DiſtinCtion of the year, Re- 
markable Alterations and Changes of 
Weather, as Winds, Rain, Tempeſts, 
Wc. 

+ Alfo it cannot be denied, that the 
Celeſtial Bodies have their Influence 
and Operation upon the Elements, 
eſpecially upon the Air, ſo as to make 
it ſometimes - Healthtul and Sweet, 
tometimes Noxious and Deſtructive. 
Alſo that there ſeveral things, which 
have a particular dependance upon the 
Moon, and thoſe not only Vegeta- 
tives,but alſo Men, as may be obſerved 
trom thoſe:we call Lunaticks, which 
15 thus effected. The Devil who is 
of great Experience and Subtlety , 
Chooſes thole times for the Diſtur- 
bance of ſuch- perſons, when the hu- 
mours flow abundantly in the Body 
(_ occaſioned by the Courſe of the 
Moon ) and fo infinuating._ himſelf in- 
to the humour, eaſily Diſturbs the 
I:nagination. Aſtros 
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Aſtrologers may alfo give certain 
information of the Periods and Moti- 
ons of the Czleſtial Orbs, thediſtan- 
ces, Riſing and Setting of the Stars ; 
the ConjunCtions, Oppoſittons, and 
other Aſpects, of the Eclypſes of the 
Sun and Moon, becauſe thoſe things de- 
pend upon the Regular and necetſary 
Courſe of Nature. 

Amongſt thoſe things which are 
only probable, and Contingent or to 
be Guelt at, are particular alterations 
in the Air, Collected trom the obſer- 
vation of certain Changes , uſually 
attending ſuch an Aſpe&t of the Pla- 
nets, as alſo Epidemical Diſeaſes ; all 
which are only Contingent, becaulc 
there may, beſides thoſe general an« 
remote Cauſes ({ I mean the poſitur« 
of the Stars, ) occur ſeveral more im- 
medate Cauſes, which may diſturt; 
the iotherwiſe-natural EffeCts.Such arc 
the Interpoſition of ſome Star in thc 
Aſpect obſerved of a contrary Nature 
not known ot by the Aſtrologer ; the 
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different Qualities of Countreys, and 
the diverſe Temperatures of the Air, 
which may abate the Influence, and 
perhaps change the Nature of the 
Effect. 

If Aſtrologers Err ſo frequently 
in their Praxdictions of the Weather, 
and other things which depend upon 
Natural Cauſes, we may confidently 
affirm, that thoſe things which depend 
meerly at the will and pleaſure of man, 
are ſuch, as Aſtrologers cannot at all 
Judge of. 

To ſhew the vanity and idleneſs of 
this Science, I ſhall make uſe of Au- 
thority, both Divine and Humane, 
2. Reaſon, and 3dly. their own Falſe 
Obſervations and Pr:xdictions. 

As for Divine Authority,no greater 
Argument can be brought againilt it, 
than that it is fo often {ſpoken againſt 
in Holy Scriptures, as in Numb. 2g. 
22. where all manner of Divination 
is forbidden, inquiring after that which 


15 to come 1s torbidden, Prov. 27. 
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Eccl:ſ.8.6. God by his Prophet Eſaiah 
Taxes the vanity of this Art, and of 
thoſe that are Deluded by them, Eſaz. 
47. 12. 13. Stand now ( ſays he \ with 
thy Enchantments, and with the mult i- 
tude of thy Sorceries, wherein thou haſt 
laboured from thy Touth ; if thou ſhalt 
be able to profit, if ſo be thou maiſt pre- 
vail. Thou art wearied in the multitude 
of thy Counſels : let now the Aſtrologers, 
the ; Star-gazers, the monthly Prog- 
roſticators ſtand up, and ſave thee from 
theſe things that ſhall come upon thee, 
God likewiſe commands the /ſrael/ites, 
that theyLearn not the ways oftheGen- 
tiles, and that they be not atraid of the 
Signs of heaven,which theGent//estear, 
God threatens Confuſion, Folly, and 
Deſtruction to ſuch like, Efai. 44. 20. 
Next come the Ancient Fathers , 
who ſubſcribe to the Authority of the 
Scriptures, and vote down this way 
of Divination ; out of whoſe Writings 
many things tending to this purpoſe 
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Nay ſo unreaſonable and Prophane 
has thisScience always been accounted 
that \ except a few Brainſick perſons, 
who have practiſed it ) it has been 
condemned by moſt Grave and Judi- 
cious men, and by the Edicts of ſeve- 
ral Heathen aſwell as Chriſtian Em- 

erours, as alſo by General-Councils ; 
ſce the Acts of the firſt General-Coun- 
cil of Toledo, in which the Prijcillia- 
r1i/ts ( as T laid betore \ great Favou- 
rers of this Art were Condemned and 
Excommunicated., Nor'did this fort 
of men fare better with the Emperors ; 
tney were Baniſhed the City by Aur 
gaſtus ; Expelled out of 7raly firſt by 
Tiberius, atterwards by Claudius ; at- 
terwards by Yzte/lius they were Sen- 
tenced to Death : twice by Dom1tan 
were they Baniih'd out of /taly, as 
being a ſort of men Treachcrous to 
Princes, anJ1 Faithleſs tro thoſe that 
Truiled in them. Tiaceis ally whe 
ought to have been named firſt a 
Law made by Cz/ar to this purpoſe, 
| f 
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If any Magician, or Conjurer, or Sooth- 
fayer, or Mathematician, or Interpre- 
ter of Dreams be taken within my Jus 
riſdiction, let him ſuffer Puniſhment ; 
but if he be Convidt, and continue o4- 
ſtinate, let him be Wrackt, and 1 and 
according to his Deſert, 

Likewiſe 'twas Decrced by 7/ono- 
rivus and Theodofrus the Emperours , 
that the Books of the Mathematicians 
- ſhould be Burnt in the preſence ot the 

Biſhops. _ 

"Thus much for Authority of Scrip- 
ture and Fathers ; now I come to the 
ſecond particular, that is, Reaſon, 
Whereupon I thus Argue, Foraſmuch 
as Natural things and ſuch as depend 
meerly upon Natural Cauſes, cannot 
be poſitively afftirm'd, bur only go 
under the Notion of probabilities ; *tis 
not to be thought that Contingencies 
and things depending upon mans will, 
( and ſuch are mo!t witerein Aftrolc- 
o:rs have to d |) ſhould Le hit of 
vy their doubtful any Fantaſlical Rules 
ot Art, 2, It 
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2. If the Stars have ſuch Prado- 
minancy as is pretended,it muſt either 
be as Cauſes, or Signs ; but they can- 
not be Cauſes, for that would infer a 
neceſſity of ſimilar Efte&ts, which no 
man will either pretend to, or De- 
monſtrate; nor can it be a Cauſality, 
or to ſpeak plainer, an inclining, bur | 
not a compelling Power, that being 
of as bad conſequence, tor then how 
ſhould Partial and Remote Caules pro- 
duce real and poſitive Effects? . 

Bur ifthey bc only Signs, they muſt 
be either Natural , or Supernatural. 
Natural they cannot be, {ince they 
can upon that Score have no agree- 
ment with the things ſignificd,nor pro- 
cecd from the ſame Caulſe:norcan they 
be Supernatural, tor then we ought to 
ſuppoſe an Intallibility in the Event. 

Now as Chymuiſts and Mounte- 
banks uſe to flourith in Oratory, and 
tell the Credulous Vulgar many fine 
Storics of the Temperature of the 


Elements, of the proportion of Quali- 
tics, 
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ties, and ſuch like puzling Terms, to 
wheedle an opinion of their Skill inte 
their Auditors : ſo do Aftrologers 
laſh out into large and extravagant 
Encomiums of the Heavenly Bodles, 
urge the Coherence betwixt Czleſtial 
and ſublunary things, and tell fine Sto- 
ries that ſo many Orbs, Stars and 
Motions were not made by God Al- 
mighty to no end; and after much 
proving of that which none denies, 
they deſcend to their particulars, their 
little Caſualties, and Tie every mans 
Fortune to ſome Star or other, What 
( fay they ) ſhall we think that the 
moſt glorious part of the Creation, in 
which ( as in a large expanded Vo- 
lume) may be Read the wonderful 
power and Wiſdom of God, was mace 
to ſerve to no uſe? or ſhall we ſet at 
nought thoſe things which have ſo 
abundantly ſhewn 1iorth their power 
upon the Earth ? 
Let us now deſcend to their Maſter- 
picce, that is, Nativities, and ſce 
what 
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what ſemblance of truth there is in 
it. 

They pretend to obſerve the very 
point of their Nativity, and the places 
of the Stars, which are Fixed, which 
are Erratick, in what Houſes they 
ariſe, which Planets are in their Ex- 
altation, which not; whether in a 
right Triplicity ; whether in a Maſ- 
culine or Fzxminin2 Sign ; what Al- 
pects, whether Trine, or Quartile, or 
Sextile, or Oppoſition, or Conjun- 
tion; ani ſeveral other hard and 
Conjuring Terms. From hence ſay 
they \ 1t 15 cafic, cither by the Pla- 
nets conſidered particularly, or alto- 
gether, or with the Signs of the Zo- 
diack, to Collect the Events of hu- 
mane Afﬀeairs, to Deſcribe a mans In- 
clinations, and give an account of his 
good or bad Fortune. 

Now let us allow them this ( which 
15 indeed more than they can prove ) 
that the Fortuacs ot men are Guided 
by the Stars; yet what Midwife or 

Aſtro» 
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Aſtrologer, either can be ſo exact, as 
to know the very Minute of a Nativi- 
ty, which 1s wagon to be known, 
Sraſemuach as in the ſpace of one Mi- 
nute there is a vaſt and unalterable 
Celerity in theMotion of the Heavens; 
ſo that before the Infant be wholly 
Born, the Conſtellation will be chang- 
ed, and the Head will be Born under 
one, and the Feet under another, which 
will ( it it was ſignificant ) prove but 
Croſs Fortune to the Party. 

But ſuppoſing that this ſmall mo- 
ment of tune do not Diſturb the ſigni- 
fication ofthe Horoſcope; how comes 
it to paſs that Twins are oftentines 
obſerved to have ſuch different For- 
tunes, the one of them Dying in their 
Intancy, the other Living to Decrepit 
Age: or one of them { perhaps ) ex- 
alted to Honours and Dignities, and 
continually Courted with opportuni- 
ties of Advancement, the other not 
alle to get out of a mean and abject 
Condition ; the. one 1s inclined to 

Peace, 
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Peace, the other to Quarrelling and 
Diſorder ; the one is ſtrong of Conſti- 
tution, the other weak and ſickly. 

A greater difference ariſes, if rhe 
Twins be one of them Male, and the 
other Female: 1s it poſſible in ſuch a 
Caſe, that they ſhould both have the 
ſame Genius, and Inclinations ? which 
ought according to theſe men, neceſla- 
rily to follow. I hope there is no 
man but may be convinced of the va- 
nity of this Science, it he take Notice 
of thoſe that die in the Field, men of 
difterent Ages, Born under different 
Conſtellations ; yet all Periſhing by 
one common Fate. 

Were all the Firſt-born of Zgypt 
ſlain at the Departure of the Children 
of /ſrael/; The Agyptians Drowned 
1n the Red-ſea; The Phzliftins Slain 
by Sampſon ; The Children put to 
Death by Herods Officers, Born under 
the ſame Stars? I think none will 
Affirm it ; If not, Why did they Die 
by the ſame Death ? Are all that are 

Born 
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Born under Sat«1»,Melancholick? Un- 
der Fupiter or the Sun, Princes and 
Potentates ? Under Mars, Souldiers 
or Highway-men ? Under Yenu , 
Whoremaſters? Under Mercary, Mer» 
chants ? 

I ſhall now come to Anſwer thoſe 
Arguments which OO bring 
out of Scripture, from Reaſon, or Ex- 
periments. 

Firſt tor Scriptures : to that out of 
Genefis, 1. 14, I anſwer, that they 
aſſume more than the Sence of the 
words will permit ; for though it be 
there ſaid, that God ſet the Czleſtial 
Lights for ſigns of things neceſlarily 
depending upon their Courſe and Na- 
ture, yet it cannot thence be infer'd, 
that they are alſo ſigns of things meer- 
ly Contingent, and proceeding from 
the different Motions of mans Will 
and Appetite. 

Tothar of the Stars fighting againſt 
Siſera 1n their Courſes, I anſwer ; 
That by Stars in that place according 

ro 
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to-ſome Interpreters ) is meant An- 
gels, which is plauſible enough, tor- 
almuch as both are promiſcuouſly cal- 
led the Hoſt of Heaven: or it may be 
faid, that at that time they did not 
Operate by a Natural Influence, but 
a Sypernatural and extraordinary 
Power, God raiſing up an unuſual 
Effect in the Stars, of cauſing Tem- 
peſts to the Annoyance of thoſe Ene- 
mies of his people. 

In that place of Fob ſo much by 
them inſiſted on, 1s nothing at all to 
their purpole : ſince it may with caſe 
be Turned againſt them, that 1t 1s to 
be underſtood, that no man can under- 
ſtand the Statutes of Heaven , but 
that God has reſerved the Knowledge 
of ſuch things to himlſelt ; beſides, 
there is nothing ſaid of the Influence, 
and Rule of the Stars over mens 
Minds or A&ions, nothing of the 
knowledge of Future Events, but only 
Arguments of the Divine Wiſdom, | 
to convince Job of his weakneſs and - 
Frailty. And 
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And oe ſaid, The Heavens 


fhew forth #he glory of. Gad,. and the 
Stars declard. his | Fiandy-wark 5 that 


— _ ary neither; the mean 
& e partly 
mths laſt mr. Or (viz) that 
Caſting up our Eyesito choſe glorious 
Luminaries, 'we may ,remember the 
power of God, who:has made theri 
all, and continues them.in © wonder: 
ful and wnerring Courſes. ' Gl 
to 


As forthe Star which Hapres 
i coming to. Chriſt, 1t,was no 


—_ but' 'a . Supern riacural. Stay 
having #: Meciondenhlary ' ta thatiof 
other Stars ; few. wilt EC ſuppoſe) 
beifo 1m puderit as td dfhrm; our Sa- 
viour was =—arkar by the. Stars,;that 
he. whlio: Created,” ſhould be 'in Sb» 
x&ionltohis Creatures. i And 
it appear'd car his Birth, and 
him anto the world, 'yer Fanaynas Aw 
guſt ine fays) Nox ; $087 pos Chriſto 
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munium, nec enim ſubjiciebat imperio, 
ſed. judicabat obſequiov.' To make this 
an. for their Art would be 
an abſurdity ;; = if it _ _ 
ſignification m; his Nativity, w 
it:not over all thoſe Born = che thing 
time-with him > 'I-hope they will not 
ſay,” that they were all ro thare in 
thefame Cirenmſtances of Life.  . -; 
-. Let us nowexaminetheir Reaſons, 
and fee how ehey will ſtand: Trial. 
-: Their firſt-Reaſon is grounded up- 
on a falſe Sappolicion, that there can 
beno otheruſefor the Stars,than ro be 
Characters whorein men'/may Read 
their own Fortlines... 
£ The ſecont} likewiſe, (wiz.) that 
weknow no other reaſon for the feve- 
ral Motions, and Af is not good- | 
Reaſoning, for 'rwill.not hold to Ar- 

from the Negation of our knows 
tefige; to the Negation ofthe thing |' 
we cannot apprehend; ſothar if we |' 
emnor- find what a thing is for , we 

cannot 


W—_— - ww OC GP TIT IT) NT”. oy"  : 


 s FF _* __. *$z i#. Aa _ IS. on hs 
— — 


( 123) 


cannot juſtly cut it out a piece of Ser- 
vice, and infer a nceſſity of its being 
deſign'd for that uſe: we have devit- 
ed to apply it to. | 
The third reaſon from the Cohe« 

rence betwixt Czleſtial and Sublunar 
things is no better Logick;for thbouk 
they may ſway the Elements, = 
on 


there is no reaſon they ſhould do 
uae meerly Contingent , and de- 
pending upon the Will and ſlippery 
Appetites of Man: though Jup/ter, or: 
Mars, or any of the reſt, meeting/in 
ſuch an Aſpect and Poſition one with 
another, may produce a Tempeſt in 
the Air ; yet I cannot, perceive 7 
neceſſity, that they muſt Dart a Dif- 
order into my Afﬀections with their. 
Malevolent Rays. And ſuppoſing the 
time of a Nativity can be exactly ga-! 
thered, yet what reaſon can they ſhew 
tor Confirmation of their Rules : they: 
are only ſuch as men have deviſed,and: 
that without any ground or Warrdnt: 
; I 2 trom 
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Scripture: what reafonican 
give that any! Aſpect ror mma 
that which they- ſay it does, but only 
ſome Obſervation of a thing happen- 
ing in that time, which _ cannot 
averr to proceed from that z but 
that it had been ſo without it. 

Andthough Erech, and Joſeph were 
given to Studies of this Nature, and 
that Moſes was skill'd in the Learning' 
of the AZpyptians, and Danzel of the 
Chaldeans, yet it cannot be proved, 
that they ever tavourgd this way of 
Divining at things to come: rtacir 
knowledge proceeded from another 
Cauſe, to wit, immediate Revelation ; 
orelſe was gathered from certain and 
Solid Principles. 

It muſt be contefled that the Chiefeſt 
Balwarks wherewith Aſtrologers de- 
fend themſelves,are Experiments ; yet 
are they not ſo ſtrong, but they may 


from 


be Battered: For ſomeparticular Pra- 
dition proving 'true, does not make 
Sie 4 the 
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the Rukes.Infallible, one amongſt 'an 
hundred-{ perhaps made at the ſame 
time ) Hitting, the reſt proving Falſe : 
why then ſhould all thoſe that Fail be 
ſlip'd/by:and'not[fpoken of, or not be 
brought in judgment againſt the Art, 
as thoſe few which are True, are made 
ſo ſtifly to plead for it. 

Many very Eminent and Learned 
men haveDiſcuſled the vanity of Judi- 
cial Aſtrology, as: Picus Mirandula, 
Cornelius Agrippa, Franciſcus Valle- 


frvs, and divers others, to whoſe Wri- 


tingsI refer my Reader. 

Galeatius Prince of Millain gave a 
notable Check to one of theſe men ; 
who was arrived at that height of im- 
pudence, as to tell the Prince, he was 
thortly ito Die a fadden and unuſual 
Death, and that himſelf was to Live a 
long time after, him. But mark how 
Pry Galeatius Confuted the Aſtro- 
oger ; he cauſe.| him to be forthwith 
tad to Execution, the Prince ſurvi- 
I } ving 
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ving him many years: and indeed 'tis 
obſervable that moſt of them are 1gno- 
rant of what ſhall happen to them- 
ſelves, and whilſt they toretel great 
Succeſs, and promiſe Golden Moun- 
tains to others, cannot Enrich them- 
{clves. 

Nor ought we to be Seduced by 
the Experiments they Brag of, ſince 
they are moſt ot them only Collected 
by little and pretending Sczolifts , 
men of no Faith nor Reputation , 
moſt of them'too being Feigned and 
Falling out no body knows where nor 
when. 

Apain, in thoſe few which truly 
happen according to their Pradicti- 
ons ; 'tis not certain whether the 
Artift might Conſult with ſomething 
elſe beſides the Stars , ſince many 
who Deal with Familiar Spirits, 
Mask their Impieties under the: Vizor 
of Aſtrology. So St. Auguſtine lib. 5. 
de Civitate Dei, Non immerito cre» 

ditur, 
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ditur, cum Aſtrologi mirabiliter multa 
vera reſpondent, occulto inſtinftu fieri 
Yor nou bonorum, quorum cura eſt 


as falſas & noxias _— de Aſtra- 


libus fatis inſerere humanis mentibus, 
atq; firmare, non Horoſcopi notati & 
inſpetti arte, que nulla eft. 
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